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Phone: 07 5582 8803 

Our Ref: MCU/2018/58 
  

 

Sandson Pty Ltd 
C/- Urban Planning Services 
PO Box 2091 
SURFERS PARADISE  QLD  4217 

Dear Sir/Madam 

QUEENSLAND FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES COVER SHEET FOR BUSHFIRE 
MANAGEMENT PLAN 

Application type: Bushfire Management Plan (BMP) 
Application number: MCU/2018/58 
Property description: 202 Baileys Mountain Road, Upper Coomera   
Property location: Lot 58 SP191940 
 
This cover sheet contains the endorsed BMP that has been assessed as part of a 
development application approval, the assessment was concluded by Queensland Fire and 
Emergency Services (QFES) bushfire planning and assessment officers seconded to 
Council of the City of Gold Coast (Council). It is intended that this QFES cover sheet and 
attached documents is to be regarded as forming an integral part of the approved 
development application. 
 
A BMP is associated with a property to ensure protection from a potential bushfire risk is 
reduced as far as practicable through mitigation and maintenance measures. 
 
The submitted BMP being, Bushfire Management Report FM 3812-3 for Sandson PTY LTD 
at 202 Baileys Mountain Road Upper Coomera, MCU/2018/58, dated 23/03/2020 and 
prepared by Eldon Bottcher Architect PTY LTD is accepted and that the development is to 
maintain the reduced bushfire risk in perpetuity for the life of the development along with 
additional conditions outlined within Council’s decision notice.  
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All new purchasers/occupants (including community title management statements) must be 
provided a copy of the QFES cover sheet along with the stamped approved BMP. All 
conditions and recommendations must be complied with throughout the life of the 
development and any changes to the development will need to be reassessed for 
compliance against the approved BMP. 

Should any changes to the development or site parameters occur, the land owner is 
responsible for advising a suitably qualified and experienced bushfire management 
consultant to confirm that the approved BMP is not affected by the changes and any specific 
fire mitigation measures are imposed to increase the protection to life, property and the 
environment. These changes could also require amending a condition within Council’s 
decision notice, for further information please contact Council’s Planning Enquiries Centre 
(PEC) on P: 07 5582 8708. 

Where the BMP has triggered the requirements of Australian Standards AS3959 – 
Construction of buildings in bushfire prone areas, QFES does not accept any responsibility 
or liability for, or give approval as to the accuracy of the Bushfire Attack Levels (BAL) that is 
contained within the bushfire management plan, QFES only assesses the development’s 
compliance with the applicable performance outcomes from the Council’s planning scheme. 

 
Contacting us 
Should you wish to clarify any issues contained in this letter, please do not hesitate to 
contact Council’s Bushfire Planning & Assessment Team on P: 07 5582 8803. 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

Brett Cutter 
BUSHFIRE PLANNING AND ASSESSMENT OFFICER 
QUEENSLAND FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES 
 
Seconded to Planning Assessment 
ECONOMY, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT DIRECTORATE 
CITY OF GOLD COAST 
 



Do I need a fire escape plan? 
Queensland Fire and Emergency Services recommends 
that you have a fire escape plan.  

A smoke alarm will alert you to a fire, but what you do next 
is a matter of life and death. To survive it is essential you 
know how to escape.

1.	 Draw your escape plan on a sheet of paper or visit 
www.qfes.qld.gov.au.

2.	 Plan two ways out of every room.
3.	 Pick a meeting place outside the home, such as the 

letterbox.
4.	 Call the fire service on 000 (Triple Zero).
5.	 Practise your fire escape plan regularly, at night, with 

the lights off.
6.	 Practise your escape on hands and knees.
7.	 Consider how your security (e.g. locked doors and 

windows) may stop your escape.
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How will compliance be achieved?
On the sale of a property, the vendor must lodge a form with the Queensland Land Registry (www.dnrm.qld.gov.au) stating that 
smoke alarms are installed in the property and the purchaser has been informed smoke alarms are installed. Fire Officers will also 
investigate complaints received. Fines apply for failing to install or interfering with the operation of smoke alarms. © State of Queensland (Queensland Fire and Emergency Services) 2017

All Queensland Fire and Emergency Services material in this document – except any 
material protected by a trademark, and unless otherwise noted – is licensed under a 
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 licence.

Safehome is a FREE service provided by Queensland Fire and Emergency 
Services to householders in an urban fire service area. Local firefighters 
will come to your home to assist you to recognise fire and safety hazards 
in and around the home. Once the hazards are identified you can then 
take steps to eliminate them. A visit should take no longer than 45 
minutes.

You will receive advice on correct positioning and installation of smoke 
alarms, a safety pack and checklist.

Call 13 QGOV (13 74 68) for a Safehome visit.

WHAT IF I AM A LANDLORD? 
From 1 January 2017

•	 	You are required by law to install and maintain smoke 
alarms in your rental property.

•	 The minimum legal requirement for all existing 
dwellings is a 9-volt battery operated smoke alarm that 
complies with Australian Standards. 

•	 A good quality non-removable 10-year battery powered 
smoke alarm, or a hardwired alarm, is more reliable and 
effective.

•	 You must test and clean each smoke alarm within 30 
days before the start of a tenancy agreement. 

•	 In addition you must replace, in accordance with the 
manufacturer’s instructions, each battery in the smoke 
alarm that is flat or that you or your agent is aware is 
almost flat within 30 days before the start of a tenancy. 

•	 Smoke alarms must be replaced 10 years after the 
manufacturer’s date. 

•	 Where notified by a tenant that a smoke alarm is not 
operating, you are required to replace that smoke alarm 
with a photoelectric type that complies with AS3786-
2014.

From 1 January 2022

•	 As above except:

•	 All smoke alarms must be photoelectric, hardwired 
or 10-year tamper proof battery powered and all 
interconnected.

•	 Smoke alarms must be installed on each storey:
»» in each bedroom; and
»» in hallways which connect bedrooms and the rest of 

the dwelling; or 
»» if there is no hallway, between the bedrooms and 

other parts of the storey; and
»» if there are no bedrooms on a storey at least one 

smoke alarm must be installed in the most likely path 
of travel to exit the dwelling.

Insurance – property owners

•	 Industry figures show that people underinsure.

•	 Adequate insurance cover can provide peace of mind if 
your home and belongings are damaged or lost to fire.

•	 Most insurance companies offer specific landlord 
policies.

•	 As a property owner your home insurance policy could be 
affected by whether you have a smoke alarm installed.

•	 Check with your specific insurance provider.

WHAT IF I AM A TENANT?
•	 You are required by law to test and clean each smoke 

alarm in the dwelling at least once every 12 months.  
QFES recommends smoke alarms are tested once a 
month.  

•	 You are required by law to replace, in accordance with 
the information statement (RTA Form 17a) provided 
to you, each battery that is flat or is almost flat during 
your tenancy.

•	 If you become aware that a smoke alarm in the rental 
property is not working, other than because the 
removable battery is flat or ‘chirping’, you must advise 
the landlord or agent as soon as practicable.

•	 Your landlord is only required by law to test and 
clean smoke alarms at the start of each new tenancy 
agreement. If the property is managed by an agent, 
they may arrange for this to be done.

•	 Please note that for public housing tenants the 
Queensland Government has already installed 
hardwired smoke alarms in all public housing 
dwellings.

Insurance – tenants

•	 Research indicates that nearly half of all renters do not 
have insurance of any kind.

•	 To protect your personal possessions you should have 
your own contents insurance.

https://www.qfes.qld.gov.au/communitysafety/home/escape-plan.asp
www.dnrm.qld.gov.au
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode


New smoke alarm legislation 

From 1 January 2027

Smoke alarms in all dwellings must:

»» be photoelectric (AS 3786-2014); and

»» not also contain an ionisation sensor; and 

»» be less than 10 years old; and

»» operate when tested; and

»» be interconnected with every other required smoke 
alarm in the dwelling so all activate together.

Smoke alarms must be installed on each storey:

»» in each bedroom; and

»» in hallways which connect bedrooms and the rest of 
the dwelling; or 

»» if there is no hallway, between the bedrooms and 
other parts of the storey; and

»» if there are no bedrooms on a storey at least one 
smoke alarm must be installed in the most likely 
path of travel to exit the dwelling.

Smoke alarms must be either hardwired or powered by a 
non-removable 10-year battery.

Prescribed locations for installing smoke alarms

Where practicable smoke alarms must be placed on the 
ceiling.  Smoke alarms must not be placed:

»» within 300mm of a corner of a ceiling and a wall;

»» within 300mm of a light fitting;

»» within 400mm of an air-conditioning vent;

»» within 400mm of the blades of a ceiling fan.

There are special requirements for stairways, sloping 
ceilings, and ceilings with exposed beams. Specific 
requirements are explained in the Building Fire Safety 
Regulation 2008.  

If it is impractical for the prescribed location 
requirements to be met, the owner may put the alarm at 
another location that will provide a warning to occupants 
of the dwelling.

The staged approach

Existing dwellings 

From 1 January 2017

»» All required smoke alarms that are replaced must be 
photoelectric and comply with AS3786-2014.

»» Existing smoke alarms manufactured more than 10 
years ago must be replaced. (Note:  Smoke alarms 
should have the date of manufacture stamped on 
them).

»» Smoke alarms that do not operate when tested must 
be replaced immediately.

»» Existing hardwired smoke alarms that need 
replacement must be replaced with hardwired smoke 
alarms.

Dwellings sold, leased or an existing lease renewed 

From 1 January 2017

»» Requirements as for existing dwellings.

»» Existing landlord’s and tenant’s obligations regarding 
the installation and testing of smoke alarms continue.

From 1 January 2022

»» New legislative requirements must be met.

New dwellings and those being substantially renovated

From 1 January 2017

»» The development approval process for new dwellings 
and substantial renovations will ensure that 
applications for building works made after this date 
will bring dwellings into compliance with legislation.

»» For substantial renovations, a building certifier will 
determine the smoke alarm requirements as a part of 
the development approval process.   

What else do I need to know?
Instead of waking you, smoke and toxic gases from a fire 
can quickly numb your senses and put you into an even 
deeper sleep.  

Photoelectric smoke alarms

Research by the Australasian Fire and Emergency Service 
Authorities Council indicates that photoelectric smoke 
alarms provide the best detection across a wider range 
of fires and are more likely to alert occupants in time to 
escape safely.  

Interconnected	

When one smoke alarm is activated, all interconnected 
smoke alarms are activated.  
This means that the time 
occupants have to escape is 
increased.  Only use smoke 
alarms that comply with 
Australian Standards.

Unwanted activations 

Photoelectric smoke alarms are less likely to false alarm.  
There are five main reasons that smoke alarms would 
activate for no apparent reason.  

1.	 They are near or past their ten year life.
2.	 The backup battery requires replacement.
3.	 The wrong type of smoke alarm has been selected for 

the location.
4.	 They have a build-up of dust, insects or other 

particulates.
5.	 They are in the wrong location (e.g. too close to 

cooking fumes from the kitchen or steam from the 
shower).

Smoke Alarm Certification 

Look for these symbols to ensure compliance with 
Australian Standards.

  

Smoke alarms for the Deaf and hard 
of hearing community
QFES provides a subsidy scheme to assist people who are 
deaf or hard of hearing to purchase special smoke alarms.  
This initiative is managed by Deaf Services Queensland.

Email:	 smokealarms@deafsq.org.au

Phone:	 (07) 3892 8500

TTY:	 (07) 3892 8501

What about maintenance? 
�� Test smoke alarms once a month using the test button.

�� Check that the battery is working once a month.  A 
‘chirping’ sound from the smoke alarm may indicate a 
flat battery.  Replace batteries as required.

�� Clean the grill of your smoke alarm once a month using 
a vacuum cleaner or soft brush.

�� Do not hinder the device (e.g. smoke alarms must never 
be painted). 

�� If activated from cooking/steam, use the ‘hush’ button 
(if fitted) or disperse the smoke/steam (e.g. wave a 
towel near the alarm).

�� All types of smoke alarms have a limited life-span and 
must be replaced every 10 years. Look for the year of 
manufacture sticker or stamp.

For more information
Additional information on smoke alarms is available at 
www.qfes.qld.gov.au/smokealarms/.

2017
2022

2027

www.qfes.qld.gov.au/communitysafety/smokealarms/
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You must PREPARE  ACT  SURVIVE  
Your main priority is to ensure that you and your family 
are safe. During a bushfire, you and your family’s 
survival and safety depend on your preparations, and 
the decisions you make.   

The lives of you and your family are more important 
than any building. 

Whether your plan is to leave early or stay, you must 
prepare your home and property to increase their levels 
of resilience and your chances of survival.  

Understand your risk
The first step in planning to survive a bushfire is to 
understand your own level of risk. By understanding 
your own level of risk, you will be able to make 
informed decisions that are right for you and your 
family. Included with this Bushfire Survival Plan is a 
self-assessment tool that will enable you to gauge 
the risk level associated with your property. If you are 
still unsure of your level of risk or require assistance, 
contact your local fire station for more information. To 
book a Bushfire Safety presentation, call 13 QGOV (13 
74 68).

Fire danger ratings 
The increased frequency of extreme bushfires in 
Australia in the last 10 years and the recent experience 
of the Black Saturday fires in Victoria have encouraged 
fire services throughout Australia to introduce new 
levels of Fire Danger Rating (FDR). A lift-out chart of the 
FDR system is contained within this document. Display 
it in a prominent place in your home, or keep it with 
your Bushfire Survival Plan.

Bushfires in Queensland
The fire season in Queensland normally commences in 
the far north of the state in July and progresses through 
to southern areas as spring approaches. The fire 
season can extend through to February in southern and 
far south-western Queensland. These time frames can 
vary significantly from year to year, depending on the 
fuel loads, long-term climate, and short-term weather 
conditions in each area.

There are four key considerations for dealing with 
bushfire: 

�� The safety of you and your family. 

�� The resilience of your property. 

�� The protection of irreplaceable valuables  
and important documents.

�� The maintenance of adequate levels  
of insurance.

This document will provide you with information about 
the things you need to consider to prepare yourself and 
your home for the bushfire season, and how to make 
your own personal Bushfire Survival Plan.

It is your responsibility 
 to prepare yourself, your  

family and your  
home for the threat  

of bushfire.  
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Catastrophic fire danger rating

The highest level is catastrophic. On a day of 
catastrophic FDR, leaving early is the only option to 
ensure your survival. You must relocate early to a safer 
location hours before a fire approaches, or even the 
day before. Under no circumstances will it be safe to 
stay with your property. 

Extreme fire danger rating

The second highest level is extreme. Should a fire 
occur in your area on a day of extreme FDR, leaving 
early will always be the only option. Staying can only be 
considered for homes that: 

�� Have been designed and constructed specifically  
to address the threat of bushfire. 

�� Have been maintained to those levels and are 
currently well prepared.

�� Can be actively defended by people with the  
skills, knowledge and confidence to implement  
a well-rehearsed Bushfire Survival Plan. 

On days of catastrophic or extreme FDR:

�� Fires are likely to be uncontrollable, unpredictable 
and very fast moving, with highly aggressive flames 
extending high above tree tops and buildings. 

�� Thousands of embers may be violently blown into 
and around homes causing other fires to start 
rapidly and spread quickly up to 20 kilometres 
ahead of the main fire.

�� Fire can threaten suddenly, without warning, and 
the heat and wind will make it difficult to see, hear 
and breathe as the fire approaches.

�� People in the path of such fires will almost certainly 
be injured or die, and a significant number of 
homes and businesses will be destroyed or 
damaged. 

�� Even well-prepared and constructed homes will  
not be safe. 

�� Expect power, water and phone networks to fail as 
severe winds well ahead of the fire will bring down 
trees and power lines, and blow roofs off buildings.

It is vital that you understand that, on these days, 
your survival will depend solely on how well you have 
prepared and how decisively you act.  

Leaving late can be  
a deadly option.   

If you are in any doubt,  
make the decision to  

LEAVE EARLY.

What will you do?
At all times you need to PREPARE  ACT  SURVIVE 

When the fire danger rating is ‘catastrophic’, leaving 
early is the safest option.

When the fire danger rating is lower than ‘catastrophic’, 
one of the most important decisions you need to make 
is whether you will leave early or stay with a well-
prepared property. This decision is the basis of your 
Bushfire Survival Plan.  

The following questions may help you make the right 
decision about whether you leave early or stay:

�� Do you need to consider family members who are 
young, elderly or infirm? 

�� Are you physically and emotionally prepared to stay 
with your property? 

�� Do you have the knowledge, skills, and confidence 
to stay with your property? 

�� Is your home adequately constructed, maintained, 
and prepared to withstand the impact of a fire?  
In other words, is your home prepared to withstand 
the impact of a bushfire? 

�� Do you have well-maintained resources and 
equipment to fight fire, and do you know how  
to use them?

�� Do you have appropriate protective clothing to  
fight a fire?

�� What will you do if a rapid onset fire gives you no 
time to leave? Where will you shelter? 

��
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Leave early
If you plan to leave early, then you must leave your 
home well before a bushfire threatens and travelling by 
road becomes hazardous. Your leave-early preparations 
include:

Step 1:  Preparation – your property should be well 
prepared for bushfire, even if you intend to leave early.  

Step 2:  What you will do? Make your Bushfire Survival 
Plan in accordance with your decision to leave early.

Step 3:  Make a contingency plan – the FDR, the 
preparedness of your home, a change in household 
circumstances, a change in your physical preparedness 
or unexpected visitors are some things that may require 
you to reconsider your Bushfire Survival Plan.

Planning to stay 
Planning is critical to successfully staying with your 
home, as it may involve the risk of psychological 
trauma, injury or death.  

Step 1:  Preparation – your property must be able to 
withstand the impact of bushfire and be prepared well 
enough to shelter you and your family.

Step 2:  What you will do? Make your Bushfire Survival 
Plan in accordance with your decision to stay.

Step 3:  Make a contingency plan – the FDR, the 
preparedness of your home, a change in household 
circumstances, a change in your physical preparedness 
or unexpected visitors are some things that may require 
you to reconsider your Bushfire Survival Plan.

In making your decision to stay, there are a few things 
you need to consider:

�� Is your property able to withstand the impact of a 
bushfire? 

�� Are you physically and emotionally prepared to  
stay with your property? 

�� Do you have well-maintained resources and 
equipment, and do you know how to use them? 

�� Do you have appropriate protective clothing? 

�� Will your bushfire survival plan need to be different 
for weekdays, weekends or if someone is sick at 
home? 

�� Do you have a contingency plan?

Preparing your Bushfire 
Survival Plan  
Preparation is the key to survival. Being involved in a 
fire will be one of the most traumatic experiences of 
your life. 

�� Prepare yourself – you need to be both mentally 
and physically prepared to carry out your Bushfire 
Survival Plan.

�� Prepare your Bushfire Survival Plan.

�� Prepare your Bushfire Emergency Kit. 

�� Prepare your Bushfire Evacuation Kit.

�� Prepare your property.

When writing your plan, you need to consider:

�� Have you made the right choice – to leave early  
or stay?

�� Have you discussed your choice with your family, 
friends and neighbours?

�� Who will take charge and lead other family 
members by carefully communicating the various 
tasks set out in the plan? 

�� If you have chosen to stay, what will you do to 
protect your property when the fire arrives?

�� What will you put in your Bushfire Emergency Kit 
and where will you store it?

�� Do your friends, family and neighbours know the 
details of your plan?
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�� What will you do if your Bushfire Survival Plan fails?

�� Do you have an alternative option or contingency 
plan if your plan fails?

�� Do you have a Neighbourhood Safer Place (NSP) 
you can go to as a last resort? For more information 
on NSPs, see www.ruralfire.qld.gov.au.

�� Is it safe to travel there?

If your decision is to leave early, you must include the 
following information or action items in your Bushfire 
Survival Plan:

�� Monitor media outlets – radio, TV, mobile phone 
and internet for bushfire alerts.

�� When will you leave?

�� What will be your trigger for action?

�� Will your plan be different for weekdays, weekends, 
or if someone is at home sick or injured?

�� What will you take with you (Evacuation Kit)?

�� Where will you and your family go when you  
leave early?

�� What route will you take to get there?

�� What will you do with your pets?

�� What will you do if there are consecutive or multiple 
‘catastrophic’ or extreme fire danger days?

�� Will you go to work on days when the FDR is in  
the upper levels?

�� Will you send your children to school when the  
FDR is in the upper levels?

�� Will all members of your household leave early?

�� What will you do to prepare your property?

�� What is your contingency plan in the event that  
it is unsafe to leave?

If your decision is to stay, you must include the  
following information or actions items in your  
Bushfire Survival Plan:

�� Monitor media outlets – radio, TV,  
mobile phone and internet. 

�� Locate your Bushfire Emergency Kit.

�� Put on protective clothing.

�� Remain hydrated by drinking lots of water.

�� Move any stock to fully grazed paddocks.

�� Move cars to a safe location.

�� Remove garden furniture, doormats, and other 
items.

�� Close windows and doors and shut blinds.

�� Take down curtains and move furniture away  
from windows.

�� Seal gaps under doors and window screens with  
wet towels.

�� Place pets inside, restrain them, and provide water.

�� Block downpipes and fill gutters with water.

�� Wet down the sides of buildings facing the         
approaching fire front.

�� Wet down decks and verandas.

�� Wet down fine fuels close to buildings.

�� Turn on garden sprinklers before the bushfire 
arrives.

�� Fill containers with water – bath, sinks, buckets, 
wheelie bins, etc.

�� Have ladders ready to access inside roof spaces, 
and against the roof on the outside.

�� Have a generator or petrol pump ready.

�� Start patrolling outside to check for embers.

When the fire front arrives:

�� Take all fire-fighting equipment, such as hoses and 
pumps, inside – these may melt during the fire.

�� Go inside and shelter away from the fire front. 

�� Patrol the inside of your home, including the ceiling 
space, for embers or small fires that may start.

�� Drinks lots of water.

�� Check family and pets.

After the fire front has passed: 

�� Wear protective equipment.

�� Go outside once it is safe.

�� Check for small spot fires and burning embers:

�� inside roof space
�� under floor boards
�� under house space
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�� on veranda and decks
�� on window ledges and door sills
�� in roof lines and gutters
�� garden beds and mulch
�� wood heaps
�� outdoor furniture
�� sheds and carports.

�� Continue to drink lots of water. 

�� Stay at your property until the surrounding  
area is clear of fire.

�� Monitor media outlets – radio, TV,  
mobile phone and internet. 

You need to be both mentally  
and physically prepared  

to carry out your  
Bushfire Survival Plan.

There may be other actions to include, depending on 
your individual property and the level of bushfire risk 
you are exposed to.

Include the whole family in creating your Bushfire 
Survival Plan. You and your family should be aware of 
the actions you will take at the various FDR levels. and 
it is important to ensure this is incorporated into your 
Bushfire Survival Plan. The FDR for your area can be 
found on roadside signs and by visiting www.ruralfire.
qld.gov.au and following the FDR link.

It is important that your Bushfire Survival Plan does not 
rely solely on receiving an alert. 

Once you have completed your Bushfire Survival Plan, 
practise it regularly to ensure everyone involved knows 
exactly what to do in the event of a fire. 

Preparing your Bushfire 
Emergency Kit
It is essential that you have a Bushfire Emergency Kit 
if your choice is to stay with your property. This kit 
will ensure you and your family have the important 
equipment you need to stay. For a comprehensive list  
of equipment needed in a Bushfire Emergency Kit see 
page 14.

Preparing your Bushfire 
Evacuation Kit
It is equally important to have a Evacuation Kit if your 
choice is to leave early. This kit will ensure you and your 
family have important items and equipment required 
to relocate for the time needed. For a comprehensive 
list of items and equipment needed in a Bushfire 
Evacuation Kit see page 15.

Making a contingency plan
No matter whether your decision is to leave early, well 
before a bush fire threatens, or to stay, you should 
still have a contingency plan as part of your Bushfire 
Survival Plan. There are many scenarios to consider, 
such as:  what you will do if a rapid onset fire starts 
in your local area, making roads impassable or travel 
particularly dangerous? You should have other options 
if road travel is not safe. 

�� Is your house well prepared? 

�� Can it provide you with protection from  
radiant heat?

�� Have you identified a safer location, such  
as an NSP? 

Sheltering in a well-prepared 
property is far safer than  
being out in the open or  

in a vehicle.

Preparing your property 
An unprepared property is not only at risk itself, 
but may also present an increased danger for your 
neighbours and their homes.   

Planning is absolutely critical to safely staying with your 
home. Staying home involves the risk of psychological 
trauma, injury and death. 
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Bushfire Advice Message – a fire has started – general 
information to keep you up to date. 

Bushfire Watch and Act Message – represents a 
heightened level of threat. Conditions are changing, a 
fire is approaching; lives may come under threat. Take 
appropriate action. 

Bushfire Emergency Warning – is the highest level 
message advising of impending danger. It may be 
preceded with the Standard Emergency Warning  
Signal (SEWS). 

An Emergency Warning  
means there is a threat  
to lives, and protective  

action is required  
immediately.

There are a number of measures you can take to 
prepare your home and property for bushfire. These 
include annual preparations you must take before the 
bushfire season. 

Your pre-season property preparations should include: 

�� Displaying a prominent house number.

�� Ensuring there is adequate access to your property 
for fire trucks – 4 metres wide by 4 metres high with 
a turn-around area. Reduce vegetation loads along 
the access path.

�� Mowing your grass regularly. 

�� Removing excess ground fuels and combustible 
material (long dry grass, dead leaves and 
branches).

�� Clearing leaves, twigs, bark and other debris  
from the roof and gutters.

�� Purchasing and testing the effectiveness of gutter 
plugs. 

�� Trimming low-lying branches 2 metres from the 
ground surrounding your home.

�� Enclosing open areas under your decks and floors. 

�� Installing fine steel wire mesh screens on all 
windows, doors, vents and weep holes.

�� Pointing LPG cylinder relief valves away from the 
house.

�� Conducting maintenance checks on pumps, 
generators and water systems.

�� Checking that you have sufficient personal 
protective clothing and equipment.

�� Relocating flammable items away from your home, 
including woodpiles, paper, boxes, crates, hanging 
baskets and garden furniture.

�� Sealing all gaps in external roof and wall cladding.

�� Checking that the first-aid kit is fully stocked.

Bushfire Alerts 
If you receive an emergency warning about a bushfire or 
other emergency, take notice – it could save your life. 

There are three types of alert messages to help you 
make the right safety choices: 
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When a bushfire strikes
You have made your decision to PREPARE  ACT  SURVIVE   
You have prepared your property before the fire season. 
You have made your Bushfire Survival Plan. You have 
practised your Bushfire Survival Plan.    

A bushfire is threatening.  What do you do?

�� Know the FDR for any given day. 

�� Regularly check the FDR on the Rural Fire Services 
website at www.ruralfire.qld.gov.au.

�� Monitor your media outlets for warnings on 
bushfire activity.

�� Seek out information if you have to, and do not 
assume that you will receive a warning. 

�� Leave early or stay according to your Bushfire 
Survival Plan.

�� Act decisively in accordance with your Bushfire 
Survival Plan. 

�� Do not adopt the ‘wait-and-see’ option.

Travelling in your vehicle near 
a bushfire 
Sheltering inside a vehicle is a high-risk strategy that 
can result in death. While sheltering inside a vehicle 
offers you a slightly higher chance of survival than 
being caught in the open, having a leave-early or stay 
strategy is a much safer option. 

You should never take a journey into areas where the 
fire danger is catastrophic or extreme. You should 
consider postponing or finding alternative routes 
if necessary. If you can smell or see smoke in the 
distance, it is best to U-turn and drive away from the 
danger. 

If you are caught in smoke or flames while on the road:

�� Turn on the vehicle’s headlights and hazard 
warning lights. 

�� If you need to shelter in your vehicle, drive your car 
into a bare, clear area well away from surrounding 
trees, leaving lights on. Position the vehicle to 
prevent a side impact from an advancing fire front.

�� Close all windows and vents. 

�� Leave the engine running and turn off the air 
conditioning system.

�� Cover your entire body with woollen or cotton 
blankets to protect you from radiant heat.

�� Take shelter below the window level.

�� Drink water frequently, and stay in the vehicle until 
the fire front has passed.

�� Once the fire front has passed, exit the vehicle to 
inspect the damage and ensure other passengers 
are safe. 

Neighbourhood Safer Places 
A Neighbourhood Safer Place (NSP) is a place of last 
resort for people during a bushfire. An NSP may form 
part of a back-up plan when:

�� Your Bushfire Survival Plan has failed.

�� Your plan was to stay, but the extent of the fire 
means that your home cannot withstand the  
impact of the fire and, therefore, your home is not  
a safe place to shelter. 

�� The fire has escalated to an extreme or catastrophic 
level and relocation is the safest option. 

An NSP is an identified building or open space within 
the community that can provide a level of protection 
from the immediate life-threatening effects of a 
bushfire. NSPs still entail some risk, both in moving 
to them and while sheltering in them; they cannot be 
considered completely safe.

They are a place of last resort in bushfire emergencies 
only. The following limitations of NSPs need to be 
considered within your Bushfire Survival Plan: 

�� NSPs do not cater for pets. 

�� Firefighters may not be present, as they will be 
elsewhere fighting the main fire front.

�� NSPs do not provide meals or amenities.

�� They may not provide shelter from the elements, 
particularly flying embers. 

If you are a person with special needs, you should 
consider what assistance you may require at  
an NSP.

Although QFES cannot guarantee an immediate 
presence during a bushfire, every effort will be made  
to provide support as soon as resources are available.

If an NSP is part of your contingency plan, it should not 
require extended travel through fire-affected areas to 
get there.   
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FIRE DANGER RATING

 

  

 

 

 

The Fire Danger Rating (FDR) is an early indicator 

of potential danger, and should act as your 

first trigger for action. The higher the rating, the 

greater the need for you to act. 

The FDR is an assessment of the potential fire 

behaviour, the difficulty of suppressing a fire, 

and the potential impact on the community 

should a bushfire occur on a given day. 

A Fire Danger Index (FDI) of ‘low–moderate’ 

means that the fire will burn slowly and that it 

will be easily controlled, whereas a FDI in excess 

of ‘catastrophic 100+’ means that the fire will 

burn so fast and hot, it will be uncontrollable. 

CATASTROPHIC
A fire with a rating of ‘catastrophic’ may be 
uncontrollable, unpredictable and fast-moving. The 
flames will be higher than roof tops. Many people may 
be injured, and many homes and businesses may be 
destroyed. 

During a ‘catastrophic’ fire, well-prepared and 
constructed homes will not be safe. Leaving is the only 
option for your survival.

EXTREME 
A fire with an ‘extreme’ rating may be uncontrollable, 
unpredictable and fast-moving. The flames may be higher 
than roof tops. During an ‘extreme’ fire, people will be 
injured, and homes and businesses may be destroyed.

During an ‘extreme’ fire, well-prepared and well-
constructed homes may not be safe. Leaving is the only 
option for your survival.

SEVERE 
A fire with a ‘severe’ rating may be uncontrollable and 
move quickly, with flames that may be higher than roof 
tops. A ‘severe’ fire may cause injuries, and some homes 
or businesses will be destroyed.

During a fire with a ‘severe’ rating, leaving is the safest 
option for your survival. Use your home as a place of 
safety only if it is well-prepared and well-constructed.

VERY HIGH 

A fire with a ‘very high’ danger rating is one that can be 
difficult to control with flames that may burn into the 
tree tops. During a fire of this type, some homes and 
businesses may be damaged or destroyed.

During a fire with a ‘very high’ danger rating, you should 
use your home as a place of safety only if it is well-
prepared and well-constructed.

HIGH 

A fire with a ‘high’ danger rating is one that can be 
controlled, where loss of life is unlikely, and damage to 
property will be limited. 

During a fire with a ‘high’ danger rating, you should 
know where to get more information and monitor the 
situation for any changes.

LOW–MODERATE 
A fire with a ‘low to moderate’ rating can be easily 
controlled and poses little or no risk to life or property. 

During a fire with a ‘low to moderate’ rating, you should know 
where to get more information and monitor the situation for 
any changes.
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Complete your personalised Bushfire Survival Plan lift-out. 

Personal details: 
Important phone numbers: 000 (Triple Zero) (Fire, Police and Ambulance) 

Family:	 Family:	 Family: 

Work: 	 Friends:	 Friends: 

School: 

Important contact details – name and phone number: 
Insurer: 	 Policy Number: 	 Phone: 

Electricity: 		  Phone: 

Water: 		  Phone: 

Gas: 		  Phone: 

Phone Company: 		  Phone: 

Council: 	 Phone: 

Leave early: 
List all names and contact phone numbers of household members who have decided to leave early – then complete 
Section 1. 

Names: 

Phone: 

Stay: 
List all names and contact phone numbers of household members who have decided to stay – then complete Section 2. 

Names: 

Phone: 

BUSHFIRE SURVIVAL PLAN   
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Leave early – Section 1

Pull this Bushfire Survival Plan lift-out from this document and keep in a safe place.

Leaving early will always be the safest option for you and your family. It is extremely important for you to prepare  
a detailed leave-early plan to ensure everyone understands what to do and when. Use the boxes below to list  
tasks to do. 

What to take – Make a list of your most valuable items (e.g. insurance papers, electronic 
records, photo albums, passports, birth certificates and other important information).

How to get there – What roads will you take to your destination? 
Have an alternative route if your first choice is impassable.

When to go – Think of different triggers that will cause you and your family to leave early. 
Think about what y ou will do if you have sent the children to school that day. Think about 
whether or not you will have to travel from work into the fire zone.

Where to go – Identify one or more safer locations. 
Consider putting on personal protective clothing before you leave home.
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Everyone must have a contingency plan 
Have a contingency plan – what will you do if you can’t activate your Bushfire Survival Plan? Remember that leaving 
late can lead to loss of life. 

Know where your nearest NSP is and how to get there.

Stay – Section 2 
Anyone who is not going to leave early must be involved in completing this stay-and-defend plan to ensure they  
know what to do. Every stay plan will be different depending on your circumstances. Use the boxes below to list 
tasks to do. 

Before the fire approaches – Start getting yourself and your property ready for a bushfire. 

As the fire approaches – Prepare for ember an attack on or near your home. 
Remember to put on personal protective clothing. 

As the fire front arrives – Stay safe by monitoring the fire from inside your home.

 

After the fire passed – Patrol your property and extinguish any spot fires or burning embers. 
You may need to keep this up for several hours.
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ACTIVATING YOUR BUSHFIRE SURVIVAL PLAN
Once you have prepared your Bushfire Survival Plan and completed your preparations, it is absolutely essential that 
you regularly practise and review your plan. This will make sure you and your family are well organised in the event 
of a bushfire. If a bushfire threatens the health and safety of you, your family, home or property, you should follow 
these steps: 

Step 1 – Activate your Bushfire Survival Plan 

Someone must take charge and lead other family members 
through this emotional experience by carefully communicating the 
various tasks set out in the plan. Know who is going to leave early 
and who is going to stay. 

Step 2 – Put on your personal protective clothing 

Every member of the family must change into their personal 
protective clothing, including long pants, long-sleeve-shirt  
and closed-in shoes.

Step 4 – Keep informed of bushfire activity 

Listen to the radio, television, internet, firefighters and/or police 
for information on the fire in your local area. Bushfire is dynamic 
and unpredictable, so you need to be prepared for the unexpected. 
Warnings are not guaranteed, so do whatever is necessary to  
ensure you remain safe. 

Step 3A – Pack your vehicle and leave early 

If your plan is to leave early, pack all valuables 
in your vehicle (see Evacuation Kit) and relocate 
to your designated safer location. Give yourself 
enough time to get you and your family to safety. 
Don’t return home until it is safe to do so. 

Step3B – Implement your strategy to stay and defend 

If your plan is to stay, ensure you have all the items  
in the Bushfire Emergency Kit ready to go. This can be  
a dangerous option, and you should be physically  
and mentally prepared. 

OR
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BUSHFIRE EMERGENCY KIT
You need to have a Bushfire Emergency Kit stored in an area of the house that is  

safe and easy to access. It should contain: 

�� protective clothing

�� mop

�� gloves

�� torch

�� hoses

�� shovel

�� towels

�� buckets

�� safety goggles

�� ladder

�� medications

�� bottled drinking water

�� fire extinguishers

�� battery-operated radio

�� spare batteries

�� smoke mask

�� woollen blankets

�� first-aid kit

�� knapsack sprayer

�� protective clothing  

for the whole family.
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EVACUATION KIT
Write a list of all items your family will need before, during, and after your relocation.  

The list below shows items that you might like to put in your evacuation kit:

�� protective clothing for the 
whole family

�� battery-operated radio and 
spare batteries

�� safety goggles

�� mobile phone and battery 
charger

�� medications

�� wallet or purse and money

�� clothing (two sets of clothes 
for each family member)

�� identity information 
(passports, birth certificates)

�� bottled water (enough 
for each relocated family 
member)

�� family and friends’ phone 
numbers

�� items of high importance  
(e.g. family photos, 
valuables, important 
documents)

�� blankets (natural fibres)

�� children’s toys.



This basic self-assessment checklist is designed to give you a greater understanding of the bushfire risk 
level relevant to your property. Information provided in this assessment will assist you when completing 
your Bushfire Survival Plan.

BUSHFIRE RISK SELF-ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST

Address: 

									               Postcode:

Property Owner / Property Name: 

ACCESS/EGRESS	 Road/Street/Driveway 	 PLEASE √ APPROPRIATE BOX	

Clear of overhanging vegetation 		  Yes	 No 

Unrestricted gate access 		  Yes  	 No 

Clear of overhead power lines 		  Yes  	 No 

Able to reverse in 		  Yes	 No 

Turning/passing areas 		  Yes	 No 

Heavy vehicle access on cattle grid/bridge 	 Yes	 No 

Alternative way out 		  Yes	 No 

Two-wheel drive access 		  Yes	 No 

STRUCTURE/S

Exterior walls – non-combustible 		  Yes	 No 

Roof ridge capping sealed 		  Yes	 No 

Eaves enclosed 		  Yes	 No 

	Roofing gutters and valleys clear of leaf litter and fine fuels 	 Yes	 No 

Underfloor enclosed		  Yes	 No 

Vents screened 		  Yes	 No 

Windows – non-combustible finishing 		  Yes	 No 

Deck/veranda non-combustible 		  Yes	 No 

WATER SUPPLY

Reticulated water supply		  Yes	 No 

Tank supply with QFES access – 50 mm male camlock fitting 	 Yes		 No	  
so fire figthers can use water if needed	  

QFES accessible external open water supply (dam/pool) 		  Yes	 No 

Firefighting pump and hose connected to water supply 		  Yes	 No

16



Other considerations 
There are a range of other things to be considered regardless of your decision to leave early or stay: 

�� Firefighting equipment (such as pumps, hoses and sprinkler systems) should be tested regularly and maintained 
in maximum operational working condition.

�� Firefighters may need access to your property during a bushfire. So, it is in your best interests to allow enough 
space for fire trucks (4 metres wide by 4 metres high). 

�� Your pets, livestock, and other animals require proper care and attention during fires. Consider food, 
medication, transportation and sleeping arrangements for your animals.
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FAQ’S

Will 
there always be 

a fire truck available to 
fight a bushfire threatening 

my home?

No, not always. Fire trucks and 
firefighters are a limited resource, so 

it is important they are deployed in an 
appropriate manner to best manage the 

fire. The QFES cannot guarantee a fire 
truck will be available to defend 

every home during a large 
bushfire event. 

Is my home at risk from 
burning if there is more than 

50 metres between my home and 
nearly bushland?

Yes, most houses destroyed in bushfires are 
lost as a result of ember attack. Under certain 
conditions, embers can cause fires to ignite 
up to 20 kilometres in front of the main fire. 
A combination of your level of preparation 

and  your home construction will 
determine the survivability of 

your home.

What does leaving 
early mean?

Leaving early means before a 
bushfire event has reached your 

neighbourhood. Leaving early could 
be the day before or morning 

of predicted extreme or 
catastrophic bushfire 

weather.

Will 
someone from an 

emergency service knock on 
my door when it is time to leave?

Emergency services personnel are not 
always available to alert the community 
of potential risks by door knocking and 

encouraging you to leave. Monitor local radio 
stations, television networks and emergency 

service websites for information updates. 
Remember, the safest option is to leave 

early. Leaving too late can be fatal.

Is cleaning my gutters 
and mowing my lawns enough 

to prepare my property for bushfire?

No! Fire requires fuel, heat and oxygen to occur. 
The radiant heat and flying embers produced 

by bushfires mean that overhanging trees, shrubs 
and mulch against homes, woodpiles, old building 
materials, outdoor furniture or other objects stored 

under the deck or chemicals in the garden will 
quickly ignite. Do yourself and your neighbours a 

favour by taking the time to properly prepare 
your whole property, which includes 
yourself, your house and your land.

If I know the 
backstreets in my suburb or 

town very well, is it okay for me 
to leave at the last minute?

If your decision in your Bushfire Survival 
Plan is to leave early, then you should leave 

well before the fire front reaches your 
property. Irrespective of your local area 

knowledge, you must stick to your 
plan and leave early. Leaving 

late can be fatal.

Can I be made to 
leave my home during a 

bushfire?

In Queensland, you can be ordered 
by the Police or Fire Service to 

evacuate if they believe it is 
necessary for your safety.



18  PREPARE  ACT  SURVIVE 

NOTES 
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Rural Fire Service Queensland Areas
For further assistance contact your local Area Office

Cairns Area Office
Phone:  (07) 4232 5468

Innisfail Area Office
Phone:  (07) 4061 0650

Townsville Area Office 
Phone:  (07) 4769 9082

Charters Towers Area Office
Phone:  (07) 4761 5130

Mackay Area Office 
Phone:  (07) 4965 6641

Barcaldine  Area Office 
Phone:  (07) 4651 1190

Emerald Area Office
Phone:  (07) 4983 7580

Rockhampton Area Office
Phone:  (07) 4938 4736

Gladstone  Area Office 
Phone:  (07) 4899 2200

Bundaberg Area Office 
Phone:  (07) 4153 3244

Maryborough Area Office 
Phone:  (07) 4190 4839

Caloundra Area Office 
Phone:  (07) 5420 7517

Toowoomba Area Office 
Phone:  (07) 4616 1945

Roma Area Office
Phone:  (07) 4622 2074

Caboolture Area Office 
Phone:  (07) 5420 1333

South Coast Area Office
Phone:  (07) 5587 4101

West Moreton  Area Office
Phone:  (07) 3294 4944



Bushfire is a very real risk to 
many of our suburbs, so make 

sure you are prepared now!

facebook.com/QldFireandRescueService

twitter.com/QldFES or @QldFES

youtube.com/FireRescueQld

For further information 

GO TO www.ruralfire.qld.gov.au
www.qfes.qld.gov.au

OR book a free
“Are you Bushfire Prepared?”
presentation by calling
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Welcome to the front yard
The advice in this home safety booklet, designed to reduce the risk of injury to yourself, 
loved ones and visitors, begins at the front gate. For example, a wet path, covered with 
grass clippings or with a hose lying across it, has the potential to cause a fall. Check 
these safety tips:

	 Make sure your street number can be clearly identified day and night.

	 Keep pathways clear of obstructions such as hoses and plant material.

	 Check branches overhanging power lines. Ask for advice from relevant electricity 
authorities; seek help in cutting back the branches.

	 At night, make sure the outside lighting on your house is bright enough so 
occupants and visitors can see. If necessary, install sensor lighting along well-
used pathways.

	 Make sure pets can be secured during an emergency.

Entry to your home
While a security door may keep intruders out, it can also trap occupants during an 
emergency and prevent access by emergency services. Check these safety tips:

	 Make sure the location of the security door key is known and accessible to all 
occupants so people inside can leave quickly or allow swift access by emergency 
services.

	 Check that steps to the house are in good order with handrails on both sides. Fix 
non-slip strips to the steps to reduce the risk of falls.

	 Minimise clutter on the front verandah, patio or porch for ease of access or exit.

In the entry area, shiny, slippery floors, wrinkled carpet runners or dim lighting can cause 
a fall. Therefore, consider your family, emergency services personnel and others who 
make regular house calls, such as delivered meals or other home support services so 
they are not at risk. 
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Making living areas safe 
Reducing clutter in the living area goes a long way towards creating a safer place. Check 
these safety tips:

	 Rearrange furniture so pathways are clear.

	 Secure top-heavy items such as entertainment units to the wall so they do not 
topple onto someone.

	 Check for sharp corners or edges on furniture (senior people’s skin is very 
vulnerable and easily torn, or the body can be bruised more easily).

	 Remove small lightweight mats and place anti-slip strips on the back of heavier 
mats or rugs on polished floors.

	 Place a metal firescreen in front of an open fireplace to contain burning embers.

	 Carefully stub out cigarette butts in a solid ashtray to reduce the risk of fire.

	 Check the furniture for cigarette butts and ashes before going to bed. Cigarette 
embers can smoulder unnoticed and later burst into flame.

	 Keep furniture and curtains at least one metre from heaters.

	 Dry clothes in a clothes dryer, not in front of a heater.

	 Allow plenty of ventilation around home entertainment equipment so heat can 
escape and turn off electrical appliances when not in use.

	 Never run electrical cords under mats or carpets or across a room.

	 Maintain electrical appliances as per manufacturers’ instructions; always have 
repairs carried out by an authorised agent or electrician.

	 Do not load up power points with double adaptors – use power boards; those 
with an overload switch that meets Australian Standards are recommended.

	 Do not use appliances with frayed, taped or damaged cords.

Reduce electrical shocks
To reduce the risk of electrical shocks or fire, make 
arrangements for an electrician to fit an earth leakage 
safety switch (these are already fitted in homes built 
after 1992). Ask your electrician to make sure any extra 
needs, such as air conditioners, do not overload the 
mains power board. 
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Greater fire risk in the kitchen
The kitchen, the heart of a home, can become an area of potential fire risk. In fact, 
Queensland Fire and Emergency Services reports that one third of all house fires begin in 
the kitchen.

However, there are some simple solutions to minimise the risk of both fire and injury – 
check these safety tips:

	 Plan a clutter-free kitchen – make sure frequently-used items are within easy 
reach.

	 Do not allow curtains, blinds or other combustibles near cooking appliances.

	 When cooking, avoid wearing garments with long, loose-fitting sleeves.

	 Make sure frying pan/saucepan handles are turned away from the stove’s front 
edge.

	 Turn off hotplates when you leave the kitchen or when the phone rings. When all 
cooking is finished, turn off the stove safety switch (where fitted). 

	 Wipe up spilt water and food immediately to avoid slipping.

	 Turn off electrical appliances at the wall before cleaning.

	 Make sure you have a fully stocked and regularly maintained first aid kit  
(see page 20). 

	 Have a fire blanket and extinguisher available and know how to use them.

	 In case of fire, ALWAYS have a clear escape route.

Learn to use fire safety equipment
Place fire safety equipment* (e.g. extinguisher or fire 

blanket) in the kitchen between the stove and exit so 
you can reach them without getting too close to the 

fire, while ALWAYS being in a position to escape. 
Learn how to use an extinguisher/fire blanket 
before an emergency occurs.  

* This equipment can be purchased from most 
hardware stores or through ‘Fire Protection 
Equipment and Consultants’ in the Yellow Pages.



Senior and Safer

4

Stovetop oil or fat fires
Stovetop fires are often the start of a blaze that destroys 
homes. If the fire has spread beyond the stovetop, 
evacuate immediately.  Phone Triple Zero (000) from a 
mobile or from a neighbour’s house.

If oil or fat catches fire in a pot or pan, turn off the heat 
(if possible) and use a correctly fitted lid to smother 
the flames. If the lid is not available, a fire blanket 
(the larger the size the better) can be used. A domestic 
fire extinguisher can also be effective if you follow the 
manufacturer’s instructions. Under no circumstances remove 
the lid or fire blanket or move the pot, until the pot has fully 
cooled down.  NEVER put water on a oil/fat fire.   

Before fighting any fire, always consider the size of the fire, the tools you have available 
to fight it and your physical capabilities. ALWAYS have a clear escape route behind you.

Don’t forget to regularly clean the filter/s in the rangehood above the stove as these may 
ignite and take the flames through the flue into the ceiling. 

First aid for burns and scalds
Contact with any excessive heat source may lead to a burn or scald. Prompt first aid will 
help the healing process and assist in a full recovery. Check these safety tips: 

	 Cool the affected area immediately with cold running water from a tap or shower 
and continue for at least 20 minutes.

	 Do not remove any clothing that is sticking to the skin or wound at the burn site. 
Remove any rings, watches or other jewellery as quickly as possible due to likely 
swelling of the affected area. 

	 After cooling the injured area, apply a sterile non-stick dressing.

	 If the burn is larger than the palm of the hand, phone Triple Zero (000).

Remember: 
•	 Do not apply ice directly to the burn
•	 Cool the burn area only with water for 20 minutes
•	 Do not break blisters or remove peeled skin
•	 Do not try to remove any clothing that is stuck to a burn
•	 Do not apply creams, ointments, lotions or gels to a burn injury
•	 Elevate burned limbs where possible
•	 Maintain the injured person’s body temperature
•	 Rest and reassure the injured person
•	 Monitor breathing until medical help arrives. 
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Bedrooms – plan a safe sleeping area
Injuries can occur in bedrooms so it is important to plan for future physical needs. 

Not all measures require a huge outlay. Changes may include simply reducing clutter on 
the bedroom floor or making sure there is space for reading glasses on the bedside table. 
Check these safety tips: 

	 Install a telephone wall socket beside the bed for convenience and emergency 
calls (remember, cordless phones do not work if the power fails).

	 Keep a torch handy if you cannot reach a light switch from your bed. If you have 
bedside lights, make sure you can reach them from the bed.

	 Have a battery-powered radio nearby in case of power failure.

	 Turn off the electric blanket before getting into bed.

	 Never smoke in bed.

	 Turn off and unplug electric blankets when not in use. When storing electric 
blankets roll them up – do not fold them.

	 Keep the bedroom floor free of electrical cords and general clutter.

	 Make sure your glasses are within easy reach for when you get out of bed.

	 When getting out of bed, sit up and place both feet firmly on the floor before 
standing up. 

	 If you have a personal alarm pendant, sleep with it on.

Individual households may receive free in-home safety advice from local firefighters.  
Find out more about smoke alarms, escape plans and other key safety issues.

For Safehome bookings, phone 13 QGOV (13 74 68).
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Prevention of heat related illness
A heat wave occurs when there are more than a few days in a row of above-average 
temperature, often combined with high humidity.  Babies, children under four years, older 
people, people with a chronic condition or illness, people who are overweight and people 
who undertake vigorous exercise are the most susceptible to the effects of a heat wave.

If a heatwave is predicted or is happening, you should do the following:

1.		 Drink water
•	 Drink small amounts of water every 15-20 minutes, even if you 

don’t feel thirsty.
•	 Drink cool drinks – avoid the use of ice as it can cause 

cramps.
•	 Avoid drinks that contain alcohol, caffeine or a lot of sugar.  

They can cause dehydration.
•	 Monitor urine output. If you are passing less urine than 

usual you are not drinking enough. Urine should be clear to 
light straw colour – any darker could be a sign of dehydration.

•	 If you are on medication, check with your doctor about how much water you 
should drink.

2.		 Modify your lifestyle
•	 Eat small meals and eat more often.
•	 Slow down and avoid strenuous activity.
•	 Wear lightweight, light coloured, cotton clothing.
•	 Take additional cool showers during the day.

3.		 Staying inside
•	 Use blinds and curtains to shade your house from the sun.
•	 Stay inside between 10.00am and 3.00pm.

4.		 Call family or friends
•	 Check on the wellbeing of family members, friends and 

neighbours.

Remember:
If you have any doubts about your condition 
(or someone else’s), phone Triple Zero (000), 
request the ambulance service and ask the 
Queensland Ambulance Service Emergency 
Medical Dispatcher for advice.

Be alert to these signs of heat stress:
•	 loss of appetite
•	 	rising body temperature
•	 	dry mouth and eyes
•	 	tiredness, dizziness, headache
•	 	nausea, loss of concentration
•	 	muscle weakness or cramps.

TipEach morning, fill a large jug with water and ensure it is finished by the end of the day.

TipStay inside (with adequate 
ventilation) or visit an air 

conditioned building such 
as a shopping centre.

TipWhile you are at home, 
keep windows and doors open and use a fan to keep the air circulating.
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Laundry – keep the path clear
Always keep laundries tidy because they are often used as an 
emergency exit or entry. Check these safety tips:

	 Reduce clutter – set up a storage area for the ironing board, brooms etc

	 Clean the clothes dryer filter after each use to reduce fire risk.

	 Look after appliances and electrical leads such as the iron cord because these can 
fray and cause an electrical fire. 

	 Always have electrical repairs carried out by an authorised agent or electrician.

	 Avoid the risk of chemical poisoning or misuse: do not transfer chemicals from 
their original container to another.

	 Store chemicals in a locked cupboard which is inaccessible to children.

	 Turning off the tap to the washing machine can reduce the risk of a burst hose 
causing an internal flood and a dangerously slippery floor.

Bathroom – a high risk fall area
Slippery surfaces or difficulties getting in or out of the bath or shower can cause slips, 
trips or falls in the bathroom or toilet. Plan NOW for your future needs in these areas. 
Check these safety tips:

	 If the bathroom floor becomes particularly slippery when wet, investigate ways to 
reduce its slippery nature.

	 Even if you are not currently frail, consider planning for the future by installing 
grab rails over the bath, in the shower recess and beside the toilet to reduce the 
risk of falls.

	 Use non-slip strips in the bottom of the shower or bath.

	 Where possible, avoid using the bath if you are unsteady on your feet.

	 Make sure items such as hair dryers, radios and electric razors are not used in any 
damp areas and are out of the reach of children.

	 Store medication and cleaning agents separately in locked cupboards.

	 Re-fit bathroom/toilet doors or fit lift hinges so doors open outwards (a person 
may become trapped if they collapse against an inward-opening door). 

	 Most personal alarm pendants are water-proof. If you have one, wear it when you 
shower.

Scalds

To protect children and seniors, check the water temperature when running a bath 
or shower. Turn on the cold first, then add hot water and finish with cold. (The hot 
water temperature in most Australian homes is about 60˚C, 10˚C more than the ideal 
maximum safe temperature of 50˚C.)
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Steps to safety in a house fire
If fire strikes your home, the air is much cleaner, cooler and clearer near the floor. When 
making your escape, keep as low as possible. Check these safety tips:

	 Survival means crawling on your hands and knees, so ‘Get down low and go, go, 
go’.

	 After leaving the home, gather everyone at a suitable, safe location such as the 
letterbox.

	 Once everyone is out, DO NOT GO BACK INSIDE THE HOUSE, not even for family 
pets or treasured belongings.

	 Go to a neighbour’s house and phone Triple Zero (000). For mobile phones see 
details in the Emergency Information List (on page 22). 

	 Wait outside for firefighters. Tell them where the fire started and whether anyone 
is still inside the house.

	 Always make sure your house number is clearly visible to emergency vehicles.

First aid for smoke inhalation
If a person has been exposed to smoke from a fire they may be suffering from smoke 
inhalation. The treatment for smoke inhalation is:

1.	 Assess the situation for danger.

2.	 Phone Triple Zero (000) and ask for the ambulance service.

3.	 Check the person for a response.

4.	 If the person is unconscious and not breathing normally, begin cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR).

5.	 If the person is conscious, reassure them and make them comfortable, sitting them 
upright often helps.

6.	 Monitor breathing until paramedics arrive. 
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Working photoelectric 
smoke alarms save lives
Fires start quietly and can spread very quickly. Smoke is 
a silent killer and when people are asleep they are unlikely to 
smell smoke. 

Photoelectric smoke alarms give earlier warning of smouldering 
fires which maximises a person’s escape time. As they are less 
prone to nuisance alarms, it’s less likely that occupants will 
tamper with them which means they are ready to work when 
needed.  

Smoke alarms help save lives by producing a loud warning 
sound that can give you time to get out of the house.  

For your safety and peace of mind, correctly install smoke alarms 
on each level of your home, fitting them in living areas and 
outside bedrooms.  

Advantages of interconnecting your smoke alarms
•	 When one smoke alarm is activated, all interconnected smoke 

alarms operate.
•	 When you close your door, the sound of the smoke alarm in 

the hallway or downstairs may not be loud enough to wake 
you.

•	 A Victoria University study indicates that 50% of deaths in house fires may have been 
prevented by interconnected smoke alarms.

Maintaining your smoke alarms 

	 Test your smoke alarms regularly and follow the manufacturer’s instructions.
	 Change the batteries of battery-operated alarms at least once a year – decide on a 

memorable day (e.g. April 1) or an anniversary, birthday or public holiday.
	 Test and clean smoke alarms monthly using the nozzle of a vacuum cleaner or soft 

brush.
	 Check the manufacturer’s instructions for mains-powered smoke alarms as the back-up 

battery may require changing every 12 months. 

QFES recommends...
All residential accommodation 
be fitted with photoelectric type 
smoke alarms.

•	 Smoke alarms be either hard-
wired or powered by a non-
removable 10-year lithium 
battery.

•	 Smoke alarms be located -
–– in every bedroom;
–– in hallways that serve 

bedrooms; and
–– between bedrooms and 

living space.
•	 All smoke alarms should be 

interconnected.

Test monthly Clean monthly

Check battery regularly
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Balancing security against safety
Home security measures, such as deadlocks on doors and windows, may be necessary, 
however it is important not to let these precautions trap you inside your home in an 
emergency. Check these safety tips:

	 Have one common key for all door locks.

	 Keep a spare key where it cannot be seen or reached by intruders.  For example, 
hang it in the middle of the back of a door.

	 Choose window security screens that can be opened from the inside.

	 Show all occupants, including overnight visitors, how to escape through security 
doors or windows if an emergency occurs.

	 A spare key can be kept outside in a secure key safe.

Don’t let security fittings trap you in your home
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The backyard – simple 
steps for safety
While the backyard is a natural retreat, as with many other areas 
of the home, there are a number of risky situations which may 
cause an injury. Check these safety tips:

	 Clear out gutters regularly to prevent fire or storm damage (safety authorities 
recommend professional home maintenance people be engaged for this task).

	 During the storm season, clean up and secure all loose items around the house.

	 When moving a vehicle, know exactly where children are so they are not at risk. A 
safe method is to place them in the vehicle with you or ask an adult to supervise 
them.

	 If operating electric garage doors, be extra careful when young children are 
around.

	 Secure tools in a shed, particularly if there are children around.

	 Store chemicals securely (see page 12).

	 Keep pathways clear of slippery items and beware of uneven paving.

	 Tidy up dog food and water bowls. Make sure dry dog food is not scattered on a 
path – the pellets can have the effect of ball bearings and lead to a serious fall.

	 Remove poisonous or irritating plants or weeds (for further information visit  
www.health.qld.gov.au/PoisonsInformationCentre/default.asp).

	 Mow your lawn wearing closed-in footwear, long pants, a hat and ear protectors.

	 Wear protective gloves when hands are likely to come into contact with venomous 
spiders (e.g. under pot plants, in wood pile).
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Care with flammable items and 
household chemicals
Chemicals used every day around the home have the potential to harm people, the 
environment and can either cause or fuel a fire. Check these safety tips:

	 Do not transfer chemicals from one container to another.

	 Remove flammable materials such as oily rags, old newspapers and timber from 
under the house, in the shed or carport.

	 Never store flammable materials near heat sources such as portable heaters and 
BBQs.

	 When using chemicals, follow the directions on the label for storage and disposal 
and check the manufacturer’s advice for recommended protective equipment and 
clothing.

	 Avoid mixing common household chemicals; stored chemicals should be clearly 
marked.

For enquiries about chemicals: phone Smart 
Service Queensland on 13 QGOV (13 74 68).

 Learn first aid

A first aid course with Queensland Ambulance Service (QAS) provides 
practical hands-on training so the public can gain the necessary skills 
and confidence to respond to an emergency. To enrol in a course or to 
find out more about any QAS product, phone 13 QGOV (13 74 68) or 
visit www.ambulance.qld.gov.au
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Fire safety for caravans or 
mobile homes 
Caravans and mobile homes can be used for recreational 
purposes or occupied as permanent dwellings in caravan 
parks.

Whatever the purpose, check these safety tips:

	 Fit gas cylinders on the outside of the van or mobile home, or install them in a 
storage cabinet approved to Australian Standards.

	 Make sure the relief valve of the gas cylinder is pointed away from the van in case 
the cylinder overheats. 

	 Turn off gas cylinders before towing your van or starting the engine of a mobile 
home.

	 If your van or mobile home has been driven on rough roads, arrange for a qualified 
person to check gas cylinders, pipes and fittings.

	 Make sure the power lead for your van or mobile home is a suitable size for the 
power load and is in good condition. Damaged cords must be replaced.

	 Store clothes and linen away from the kitchen. 

	 Never leave cooking unattended.

	 Know where the escape windows and hatches are located and how they work. 

	 Keep doors, windows and hatches clear of obstructions.

	 Fit and maintain a smoke alarm.

	 Make sure fire extinguishers are inspected and regularly serviced. 

	 For added safety, install a fire blanket near the caravan door. 

	 Store all flammable liquids outside the van but not under it.

	 Have a first aid kit in your van or mobile home (see page 20).
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Natural disasters
Nature reminds everyone from time to time not to take it 
for granted. Although storms, lightning, cyclones, floods, 
heatwaves and bushfires are some of the most common 
threats, tidal surges, landslides and earthquakes may 
also occur. You can help prepare your family and your home 
by developing an Emergency Plan, preparing your home and 
preparing an Emergency Kit (See page 20).

If you decide to evacuate or are requested to evacuate by a government agency, do so as 
soon as possible. Do not delay your departure until the last moment, especially if you are 
older or caring for young children. If you are instructed to evacuate, check these safety 
tips:

	 Follow all instructions from emergency services personnel.

	 Before an emergency situation develops, if time permits, telephone an out-of-
town relative or friend to let them know where you are likely to be.

	 Use travel routes specified by emergency services. Do not travel via a shortcut 
because certain areas may be impassable or dangerous.

	 Allow for the special needs of infants, the aged and people with disabilities.

	 Turn off the electricity, gas and water, unplug appliances, and lock doors and 
windows.

	 Make sure all people in the household are wearing long-sleeved shirts, long 
pants, a hat and sturdy shoes for their protection.

	 Take your emergency kit.

	 Take important documents, as many as you can safely manage.

	 Stay away from fallen power lines.

	 If you go to an evacuation centre, notify the registration desk so others can find 
you.

	 If you go to the home of a relative or friend, advise the evacuation centre.

	 When told it is safe, return to your home and open windows to provide ventilation.

Signal sounds a warning
During major emergencies, Queensland residents are alerted by the sound of the 
Standard Emergency Warning Signal (SEWS) on radio or television, along with a 
message. To hear the signal, check the website www.emergencyalert.gov.au/frequently-
asked-questions/what-is-emergency-alert/48-emergency-alarm-sound.html
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If you decide to stay in your home during a natural disaster, make sure your home has 
been well prepared in advance. Check the following safety tips:

	 Tune into your local radio and TV station to listen out for warnings, weather 
updates and local community safety announcements.

	 Log onto the Bureau of Meteorology www.bom.gov.au (phone 1300 659 219- 
Qld only) for weather warnings and www.qldalert.com for further information on 
disaster events. 

	 Have your emergency kit ready.

	 Prepare a supply of medications for children and seniors with special needs.

	 Have sufficient quantities of food (plus can opener) and water for at least three 
days.

	 Pack sturdy footwear/clothing, strong plastic bags for documents, clothing and 
rubbish.

Natural disaster action guide
Storm and lightning
Severe storms can produce large hail, damaging wind, 
lightning and heavy rainfall and cause more damage than any 
other event. Preventative action, both outdoors and indoors, 
can reduce the risk from storms and lightning strikes. For 
example, check with your local electrical contractor for advice 
on surge protectors and lightning conductors.  Check these 
safety tips on preparations you should take to minimise the risk 
to you and your property:

Before the storm

	 Tune into your local radio station to listen for storm updates (portable radio). 

	 Disconnect computers, televisions and other electrical/electronic appliances.

	 Keep guttering and downpipes clear; secure loose items in your yard.

	 Store poisons above ground level in case of flash floods.

	 Secure all windows and doors.

For more information to assist in developing your Emergency Plan, Emergency Kit and 
preparing your home, visit getready.qld.gov.au/.

https://getready.qld.gov.au/
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During a storm

	 Stay inside, take shelter, remain clear of windows and make sure your pets are safe.
Avoid using fixed line telephones unless essential.

	 Avoid contact with metal fixtures such as roofs, guttering, downpipes and taps.

	 If outdoors, find safe shelter (solid building) but not under trees or metal structures. 
If far from shelter, crouch down, don’t lie flat.

	 Avoid metal objects such as ladders, umbrellas, fences and clothes lines.

	 If driving, stop clear of trees, power lines and streams.

	 If boating or swimming, leave the water immediately.

After the storm has passed

	 Check the radio for updated weather reports and power outages.

	 Confirm the location and safety of family members and neighbours.

	 Beware of fallen power lines.

	 Check your house for damage and trees for stability.

	 Check your fuse box. Operate only essential household items.

Flood
Floods can happen in a flash so it’s important to know your local area, particularly if there 
is a history of flooding.  The Bureau of Meteorology provides the following warnings:

•	 Generalised flood warnings where flooding is occurring, or is expected to occur, in a 
particular region where no specialised warning systems have been installed

•	 Warnings for severe storms that may cause flash flooding
•	 Warnings of minor, moderate or major flooding in areas where specialised warning 

systems have been installed. In these areas the warning message will identify the river 
valley, the locations expected to be flooded, the likely severity of the flooding and 
when it is likely to occur.

When you hear warnings for the potential of flood or severe storm:

	 Stay tuned into your local radio/ television station for warnings and updates.
	 Identify evacuation routes and centres via your local council website and be ready 

to evacuate if necessary.
	 Follow instructions from local authorities.
	 Move vehicles, outdoor equipment, garbage, chemicals, poisons and valuables to 

higher locations.
	 Check your Emergency Kit is fully stocked. 
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Cyclone
Cyclones are dangerous because they produce destructive winds, heavy rainfall and 
damaging storm surges.  Collect information by asking neighbours, your State Emergency 
Service (SES) and the local council about whether cyclones have occurred in your area, 
what to expect and appropriate action to take. Be prepared with these safety tips:

Before the cyclone

	 Tune into warnings via your local radio, TV station or BOM website to keep up to 
date on the progress of a cyclone.

	 Find out if your home is in a storm tide evacuation area. If it is, arrange a safer 
place for your evacuation as part of your preparations.

	 Decide as early as possible whether you are going to evacuate and check the radio 
for details of safe routes and when to move (evacuations may be necessary based 
on reports of predicted wind speeds and storm surge heights). 

	 Clear your property of loose material which could blow about causing 
injury or damage.

	 Fit window shutters or metal screens.

	 Trim tree branches well clear of your home.

	 Follow the advice of local authorities for appropriate action 
during each cyclone stage.

During a cyclone

	 Move into the strongest part of the house and shelter well clear of windows, doors 
and skylights.

	 If the building begins to break up immediately seek shelter under a strong table or 
bench or under a heavy mattress.

	 If you are told to return to your home, do so using the recommended routes only.

	 Confirm the location and safety of family members and neighbours.

After a cyclone

	 Remain indoors until you have received official advice that it is safe to go outside.

SES Assistance QLD Mobile App
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Bushfire
Bushfire is one of nature’s most devastating forces and the risks 
increase with the number of people in or near bushland, in semi-
rural areas and residential estates on the outskirts of cities and 
towns. Check these basic bushfire safety tips:

Before a bushfire
	 Clean out gutters and clear overhanging trees.

	 Tidy the yard, mow the grass and remove rubbish.

	 Store flammable items away from the house.

	 Check your firefighting equipment.

	 Have an emergency kit and first aid kit ready.

	 Ensure your property is easily identifiable.

During a bushfire

	 Refer to your prepared Bushfire Survival Plan.

If you are going to prepare and leave: 

	 Notify your family and friends that you are leaving and where you are going.

If you are going to prepare and stay:

	 Follow the plans you have made in your Bushfire Survival Plan.

	 Notify your family and friends that you are staying.

	 “Tune in” to the bushfire warnings and messages on your local radio.

After a bushfire

	 Don’t return to your home until it is safe.

	 Remember to look out for dangers as you return home.

	 Emergency Crews working around the area.

	 Animals not behaving normally.

	 Trees that may have been weakened by the fire and can fall at any time.

	 Power lines that have come down or may fall and impact you.

	 Water and other infrastructure which may not be working. 

People who are well prepared, both physically and mentally, can shelter in their homes 
and survive. If you are caught on the road during a bushfire, you stand a better chance of 
survival in your vehicle rather than fleeing on foot.

PREPARE.ACT.SURVIVE.

In a bushfire, your ability to make wise decisions 
depends on good planning and preparation. Information 
from the Rural Fire Service is available to assist you 
in this planning.  Help may not always be close by, 
therefore you need to know the options without relying 
on authorities to tell you what is your best course of 
action. Apart from what you see, hear and smell, you 
may also receive fire updates directly from firefighters 
and police or via your telephone or local radio stations. 
Preparedness is the key. 

Phone 13 QGOV (13 74 68) to receive free printed advice or to organise a bushfire 
presentation from local firefighters for your community group or street; or go to  
www.ruralfire.qld.gov.au.
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Bushfire Warnings 
When are warnings issued?

If a fire starts that may threaten life or property, warnings are issued. It’s up to you to take 
notice, seek information, make decisions and act.

Remember, don’t rely on one source of information.

What do warnings mean?

ADVICE
There is a fire in your 

local area, access 
information and 

monitor conditions.

WATCH AND ACT Fire is heading toward 
you, conditions are 

changing and you need  
to take action now to 
protect yourself and 

your family.

EMERGENCY 
WARNING You are in imminent 

danger and need 
to take action 

immediately.   You will 
be impacted by fire.

 

Fire Danger Ratings
The Fire Danger Rating (FDR) is an 
early indicator of potential danger, 
and should act as your first trigger 
for action. The higher the rating, the 
greater the need for you to act. 

The FDR is an assessment of the 
potential fire behaviour, the difficulty 
of suppressing a fire, and the potential 
impact on the community should a 
bushfire occur on a given day. 
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Bushfire
Bushfire is one of nature’s most devastating forces and the risks 
increase with the number of people in or near bushland, in semi-
rural areas and residential estates on the outskirts of cities and 
towns. Check these basic bushfire safety tips:

Before a bushfire
	 Clean out gutters and clear overhanging trees.

	 Tidy the yard, mow the grass and remove rubbish.

	 Store flammable items away from the house.

	 Check your firefighting equipment.

	 Have an emergency kit and first aid kit ready.

	 Ensure your property is easily identifiable.

During a bushfire

	 Refer to your prepared Bushfire Survival Plan.

If you are going to prepare and leave: 

	 Notify your family and friends that you are leaving and where you are going.

If you are going to prepare and stay:

	 Follow the plans you have made in your Bushfire Survival Plan.

	 Notify your family and friends that you are staying.

	 “Tune in” to the bushfire warnings and messages on your local radio.

After a bushfire

	 Don’t return to your home until it is safe.

	 Remember to look out for dangers as you return home.

	 Emergency Crews working around the area.

	 Animals not behaving normally.

	 Trees that may have been weakened by the fire and can fall at any time.

	 Power lines that have come down or may fall and impact you.

	 Water and other infrastructure which may not be working. 

People who are well prepared, both physically and mentally, can shelter in their homes 
and survive. If you are caught on the road during a bushfire, you stand a better chance of 
survival in your vehicle rather than fleeing on foot.

PREPARE.ACT.SURVIVE.

In a bushfire, your ability to make wise decisions 
depends on good planning and preparation. Information 
from the Rural Fire Service is available to assist you 
in this planning.  Help may not always be close by, 
therefore you need to know the options without relying 
on authorities to tell you what is your best course of 
action. Apart from what you see, hear and smell, you 
may also receive fire updates directly from firefighters 
and police or via your telephone or local radio stations. 
Preparedness is the key. 

Phone 13 QGOV (13 74 68) to receive free printed advice or to organise a bushfire 
presentation from local firefighters for your community group or street; or go to  
www.ruralfire.qld.gov.au.
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Emergency kit at the ready
For many emergencies, you may be able to shelter at home. In this situation you will need 
to rely on items you’ve included in your Emergency Kit. The items, which can include the 
following, should be stored in a sturdy carry bag or water-resistant container.

	 Fresh water for three days
	 Three days worth of non-perishable food and can opener
	 First aid kit
	 Portable radio
	 Torch 
	 Sturdy gloves
	 Spare batteries for radio and torch 
	 Essential medication
	 Mobile phone and charger
	 Important documents in sealed bags + cash
	 Waterproof bags
	 Toiletries

Additional items can include: medications, toiletry and sanitary supplies; special needs 
for infants, the aged and people with disabilities; sleeping equipment and spare clothes, 
including strong shoes, broad brimmed hat, leather gloves and sunscreen for each 
household member.

First aid kit
A general-purpose first aid kit should contain the 
following items which your pharmacist will be able to identify and supply.

1 packet of plastic strips 1 pair stainless steel scissors (sharp/blunt)

1 roll of non-allergenic tape 2 square gauze swabs

2 sterile eye pads 1 pair forceps

4 triangular bandages 1 pack (10) latex gloves

1 conforming gauze bandage (10cm) 1 resuscitation mask

1 conforming gauze bandage (7.5cm) 2 bottles eye irrigation (15ml)

1 conforming gauze bandage (5cm) 1 bottle antiseptic cream (50g)

1 hospital crepe bandage (10cm) 1 wound closure steri-strip

1 sterile combine dressing (9x10cm) 1 stainless steel splinter remover

1 sterile combine dressing (20x20cm) 1 bottle antiseptic solution (30ml)

1 sterile combine dressing (#14) 5 alcohol swabs

2 non-adhesive dressings (5x7.5cm) 1 first aid hints booklet

1 non-adhesive dressing (10x7.5cm)

For further suggested items visit the 
website getready.qld.gov.au/.

Important documents 
in sealed bags include 
some cash

sturdy glovesmobile phone 
and charger

fi rst aid kit

essential 
medication

spare batteries for 
radio, torch and 
mobile phone

3 days worth of 
non-perishable 
food and can 
opener

portable 
radio waterproof bags

toiletries

fresh water 
for 3 days

baby formula
+ nappiestorch

https://getready.qld.gov.au/
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Triple Zero (000) calls 
When should you make a Triple Zero (000) call?
Calls should only be made to Triple Zero (000) when police, fire 
or ambulance attendance is necessary in an emergency situation. 
When a situation does not fulfil this criterion, but still requires 
police, fire or ambulance attendance, you should obtain the 
appropriate numbers  from the telephone directory or directory 
assistance.

What happens when you phone Triple Zero (000)?
Callers can be connected to police, fire or ambulance by phoning Triple Zero (000) from 
any fixed or mobile phone in Australia. Telstra operates  the Triple Zero (000) emergency 
call service. Their role is to connect callers to the designated emergency services answer 
points as quickly as possible. You do not need to explain your emergency to this operator, 
simply advise them which service you require. The Triple Zero (000) service only deals 
with emergencies requiring police, fire or ambulance.

When requesting an emergency service, it is important to:

•	 STAY FOCUSED – answer the prompted questions
•	 STAY RELEVANT – use for emergency assistance only
•	 STAY ON THE LINE – until you speak to the requested emergency service.

Emergency 
information list 
Complete the emergency 

information list (on page 22) 

including 

your current 

health details, 

medications and 

allergies as well 

as your doctor/

specialist 

details. Detach 

the page from 

this booklet and 

place it by your telephone. 
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Emergency information list

Ambulance • Fire • Police

Triple Zero (000)
Other Emergency Numbers

Local Council.................................................................................

State Emergency Service (SES)..........................................132 500

Electricity supplier.........................................................................

Gas supplier..................................................................................

Poisons Information Centre.............................................. 13 11 26

QLD Government Electrical Safety Office..................1300 650 662

For TTY phone..........................................................................106

Record other personal information in the sections below

Phone 000 
or 112 from mobiles 

if unsuccessful*

In an emergency, contact…
Name Relationship (e.g. next of kin / friend) and address Telephone

Personal details of household residents
(You can bend this section underneath for privacy before placing this list by your phone)

Resident’s name. 
Date of birth

Medical conditions 
and allergies

Current medications 
and dose

Doctor/Specialist name 
and telephone

*For emergencies throughout Australia, phone Triple Zero (000). Although this number works 
on landline phones, if you phone Triple Zero (000) on some mobile phones it may not connect. 
In such cases, phone 112 on your mobile phone. If there is no mobile coverage available, you 
must phone Triple Zero (000) from a landline phone.
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Home escape plan
When fire breaks out in the home it’s far too late to start planning how to get out. That is 
why it is essential to prepare an escape plan in advance (see page 24).

First, draw a floor plan of the house showing two ways out of every room – particularly 
bedrooms – and make sure everyone knows the plan, even your guests.

Secondly, practise your escape, especially at night, first with the lights on and then with 
the lights off. This is a sensible method because distances are difficult to judge in the 
dark. In addition, during a fire, heavy smoke could add to the pressure of locating an exit 
point.

See ‘Steps to safety in a house fire’ on page 8.
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Draw your home escape plan
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Develop an emergency plan
Find out about natural disasters that can occur in your area and decide how you can best 
prepare for such events. Here are some ideas to discuss and record on your Emergency 
Plan:

•	 Decide how you would keep in touch with carers and family and where you would 
evacuate to if required. Include a list of contact numbers on your Emergency Plan.

•	 Nominate two meeting places, one near your home and another outside your 
neighbourhood that you can easily evacuate to. Family or friends who live in secure 
accommodation further inland and on higher ground are the best option. Record these 
two locations on your Emergency Plan.

•	 Nominate an out of town or interstate family member or friend to be a point of contact 
in case you and your immediate family become separated and record their contact 
details on your Emergency Plan.

•	 Make a list of personal and household items to take with you in the case of evacuation.

Learn CPR
Queensland Ambulance Service (QAS) provides an accredited Perform Cardiopulmonary 

Resuscitation (CPR) course. The CPR training course assists members 
of the public to respond to and manage an unconscious casualty, 
perform CPR and communicate details of the incident.

To enrol in a course or to find out more about any QAS product, 
phone Smart Service Queensland on 13 QGOV (13 74 68) or visit 
www.ambulance.qld.gov.au.

Pets in emergencies 
	 Some evacuation centres may not accept animals so have an alternative 

plan

	 If moving animals to a safer place, do so early to avoid unnecessary risk

	 If staying at home, secure animals early so they do not take flight

	 If you have to leave pets behind, try to leave them indoors in separate 
rooms with small or preferably no windows (e.g. laundry, bathroom)

	 Provide adequate food and water in large heavy bowls

	 If pets are left outside, do not tie them up.

Remember:
Your family’s 

safety is 
paramount. Do 
not risk human 

life trying to find 
and protect pets. 
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Your final home safety checklist
At the very least, make sure you have these items covered in a final safety check:

	 Emergency Information List completed

	 Street number clearly visible day and night

	 Smoke alarm cleaned and a fresh battery installed

	 Home escape plan prepared

	 Fire extinguisher and fire blanket available

	 Emergency plan developed

	 Emergency kit prepared

	 First aid kit available

	 Evacuation plan prepared



Lighting Fires  
in Queensland

Contact Us 
Barcaldine	 (07) 4651 1190
Bundaberg 	 (07) 4153 3244
Burnett	 (07) 4162 3163
Caboolture (Brisbane)	 (07) 5420 3733
Cairns	 (07) 4232 5468
Caloundra	 (07) 5420 7517
Charters Towers	 (07) 4761 5130
Emerald	 (07) 4983 7580
Gladstone	 (07) 4899 2200
Innisfail	 (07) 4061 0650
Mackay	 (07) 4965 6641
Maryborough	 (07) 4190 4839
Rockhampton	 (07) 4938 4736
Roma	 (07) 4622 2074
South Coast (Gold Coast)	 (07) 5587 4101
Darling Downs	 (07) 4616 1945
Townsville	 (07) 4796 9082
West Moreton (Ipswich)	 (07) 3294 4944

Fire Bans and Restrictions
If there is a period of extreme fire danger where 
predicted conditions and weather forecasts indicate 
that fires may be difficult to control and pose a danger 
to communities, or if there is a rising fire emergency, the 
Commissioner QFES can impose either a Local Fire Ban 
or declare a State of Fire Emergency. A Fire Ban or State 
of Fire Emergency can be declared to parts or all of the 
state and remains in force until cancelled. 

All Fire bans are advertised widely in local media and on 
the RFS website. There is also an Information Hotline by 
phoning free call 1800 020 440 at any time.

Local Fire Bans – A local fire ban can be declared over an 
entire or part of a local government area and generally 
prohibits the lighting of all or certain types of fires.  

State of Fire Emergency - A State of Fire Emergency 
can be declared throughout the state or in part of the 
state. This declaration imposes stricter restrictions and 
prohibitions on lighting fires and can prohibit the use of 
certain tools and equipment that can pose a fire risk. If a 
State of Fire Emergency is declared it must be published 
in the Queensland Government Gazette and advertise 
the timeframe of the declaration and the area to which 
the emergency situation applies. 

What restrictions are in place during a local Fire Ban or 
during a State of Fire Emergency?

•	 The lighting of fires in the declared fire ban areas 
are prohibited, subject to any special conditions or 
exemptions.

•	 All open fires are prohibited (Gas and electric 
barbecues may be used).

•	 All Permits to Light Fire issued in the declared area 
are cancelled.

•	 Other special conditions (or exemptions) may be 
imposed.

Where can I find information on fire bans? 

•	 Check the RFS website at www.ruralfire.qld.gov.au 
•	 Call the Fire Ban Information Line on 1800 020 440
•	 Check the weather forecast and warnings at  

www.bom.gov.au
•	 Monitor your local radio station, television channel 

and newspaper.

www.ruralfire.qld.gov.au

RFS 00011  06/17A

  

As a landholder in Queensland you are ultimately 
responsible for managing fire on your land.  The 
following information aims at providing advice for 
those planning to burn vegetation or use fire on 
their property.

Remember - Your fire – your responsibility!

Further Information
These documents will provide you with additional 
information that will assist you in safely using fire on your 
property. They are available from RFS Area offices or the 
RFS website.

•	 Applying to Light Fires in Queensland 
•	 Obligations and Responsibilities of Permit Holders
•	 Information for Landholders



Fire can be a useful tool for removing vegetation, 
managing pastures and reducing bushfire risk. Fire can 
also be used to achieve ecological outcomes such as the 
regeneration of some plant species or the improvement of 
habitat for wildlife. However, if used inappropriately, fire 
can endanger lives, properties and the environment. 

Lighting fires on your property is regulated under the Fire 
and Emergency Services Act 1990 (The Act) which is the 
principal legislation for fire prevention and fire protection 
in Queensland. The Act provides the authorisation for the 
use of fire throughout the state. You may require a permit 
to use fire on your property for debris removal (stack burn) 
or to burn a larger area for hazard reduction, pasture 
management or other land management purposes.  

Do you need a Permit to Light Fire?
A Permit to light fire is required for most fires throughout 
the year. You must obtain a Permit to Light Fire from 
your local Fire Warden to use fire on your land. There are 
significant liabilities and penalties for failing to obtain a 
permit or for failing to comply with permit conditions. You 
can find your local Fire Warden by using the Fire Warden 
Finder on the Rural Fire Service (RFS) website at  
www.ruralfire.qld.gov.au or by contacting the local RFS 
Area Office.  

The aim of the Permit to Light Fire is to ensure your 
fire will be managed safely and may include certain 
conditions on the way the fire is lit and maintained. It also 
informs Queensland Fire and Emergency Services (QFES) 
on when and where you intend to burn and ensures that 
adequate and appropriate measures are in place so that 
fires remain under control. 

An Application for a Permit to Light Fire is made through 
your local Fire Warden. It is also available from the local 
RFS Area Office, the Fire Warden or it can be downloaded 
from the RFS website. 

Following receipt of your application, the Fire Warden will 
assess your application and if a permit is issued, impose 
a range of conditions to reduce risk or nuisance to people, 
property, and the environment. The Fire Warden can also 
refuse an application if they believe that appropriate 
safety measures cannot be reasonably achieved, or if 
neighbouring owners/occupiers have not been given 
enough time to raise any concerns about the intended fire. 

Before applying for a permit to light fire you need to 
undertake reasonable steps to contact your neighbours 
and inform them of your intent to apply for a permit. 
The reason for this notification is to allow a reasonable 
timeframe for your neighbours to contact the Fire Warden 
to lodge an objection to the intended burn or to assist with 
a more coordinated property burn.

Fires that do not require a permit
Under The Act there are a number of fires that normally 
do not require a permit to light fire (unless the fire is not 
permitted under a local law or other legislation). If there 
is a local law in your local government area prohibiting 
the lighting of fires, a permit will not be issued by the 
fire warden unless you have obtained written permission 
from the local government.

Providing that adequate precautions are taken to prevent 
the spread of fire the following fires may be lit without a 
permit:

•	 Fires less than two (2) metres in all directions (these 
fires are not exempt during notification periods and 
you must obtain a permit from a fire warden).

•	 BBQs and campfires (for cooking) enclosed in a 
fireplace, constructed as to prevent the escape of 
fire or any burning materials.

•	 A fire lit for the purpose of burning the carcass of a 
beast.

•	 A fire lit at a sawmill for the purpose of burning 
sawdust or other residue resulting from the 
operation of a sawmill.

•	 A cane fire may also be subject to a notification and 
may be lit under certain conditions.

Note: Smoke from your fire can negatively impact on 
your community and neighbours and can contribute 
to local and regional air pollution issues. Many Local 
Government Authorities have local laws in place that 
restrict or prohibit the lighting of fires in part or all of 
the local government area. Always check with your 
local Council if you can use fire on your property.

Note: if you plan to mechanically clear native 
vegetation to burn it in a stack or windrow you 
may need to obtain a separate permit for clearing 
vegetation from the Department of Natural Resources 
and Mines Queensland. .  

Note:  During periods of increased fire danger the 
Commissioner QFES can issue an official notification 
under The Act to amend the permit requirements 
for some fires in your area. This notification can be 
activated at any time of the year within a nominated 
area or across the whole state.

Check the RFS website at www.ruralfire.qld.gov.au 
for fire ban information. 



Visit 

www.ruralfire.qld.gov.au 
For More Information



 

BUSHFIRE MANAGEMENT REPORT 
FM 3812-3 

for 
SANDSON PTY LTD 

at 
202 BAILEYS MOUNTAIN ROAD  

UPPER COOMERA 
PREPARED BY 

ELDON BOTTCHER ARCHITECT PTY LTD 
145 VARSITY PARADE 

VARSITY LAKES 
PH 07 55920082 

EMAIL bushfires@eb-a.com.au 
 
 

23/03/2020 

 
 

 
    

QLD FIRE & EMERGENCY SERVICES
CITY OF GOLD COAST BUSHFIRE PLANNING

BUSHFIRE MANAGEMENT PLAN ASSESSED

File No: ..............................................................

This Plan is to be read in conjunction with QFES 
Cover Sheet bearing the same file number.

MCU/2018/58



 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
DISCLAIMER 
1.           REPORT BRIEF 

1.1.              Address 
1.2.              Local Authority 
1.3. R.P.D. 
1.4.   Site Area 
1.5.   Responsible Fire Authority 
1.6.   Potential Bushfire Hazard Rating. 
1.7.   Land Tenure 
1.8.   Adjoining Owners 
1.9.   Current Land Use 
1.10.               Fire Danger Index 
1.11. Topography 
1.12. Predominant Wind Direction 
1.13. Slope 
1.14. Aspect 
1.15. Fuel Type 
1.16. Fire History 
1.17. Location of Access Tracks 
1.18. Location of Fire Breaks 
1.19. Location of Existing Fire Fighting Infrastructure 
1.20. Historical and Cultural Sites 

 
2. SITE AND HAZARD ASSESSMENT 

2.1.   Discussion with Responsible Fire Authority 
2.2.  Vegetation Types 
2.3.   Potential Bushfire Hazard Rating. 
2.4.  Building Construction 
2.5.   Ecological Requirements 

 
3. RISK MANAGEMENT PLAN 

3.1.   Agencies / Persons Responsible 
3.2.  Bushfire Safety Objectives    
3.3.  Aims 
3.4.  Functional Requirements 
3.5.  Proposed Fire Fighting Infrastructure 
3.6.               Fencing 
3.7.   Building Construction 
3.8. Street Numbering 
3.9. Less Flammable Landscaping 
3.10. Insurance 
3.11. Emergency Response Procedures 
3.12. Community Awareness Strategies 
3.13. Administering Staff 

 
4. FIRE MANAGEMENT ACTION SUMMARY AND SCHEDULE 
 
5. APPENDICES 

5.1. Form 15 
5.2. Site Plans 
5.3. Concept Rehabilitation Notes-Planting Species Schedule Saunders Havill Group 
5.4. Supporting Information 

 
6. PROFILES 

QLD FIRE & EMERGENCY SERVICES
CITY OF GOLD COAST BUSHFIRE PLANNING

BUSHFIRE MANAGEMENT PLAN ASSESSED

File No: ..............................................................

This Plan is to be read in conjunction with QFES 
Cover Sheet bearing the same file number.

MCU/2018/58



 

DISCLAIMER 
Experienced fire fighters with extensive knowledge of building have prepared this Report. Their practical 
knowledge of fire fighting has been backed up by academic study. 
 
However, fire is an element of nature. Small natural occurrences can disastrously affect the outcome of the 
best planning. Human actions similarly can have disastrous results.  
 
Whilst every care has been taken in the formulation of this management report, there can be no guarantee that 
even the strictest adherence to its recommendations can guarantee safety of life and property.  
 
The authors of this report accept no responsibility for any damage to life or property caused by fire or any 
other cause to persons using land or structures, which could in any way be construed to be the subject of this 
report. 
 
The report has been commissioned as the land falls within an area deemed a fire risk by the local 
authority. 
 
 As such, it must be recognized that structures upon this land and those using the structures could be 
deemed at risk.  
 
 
Very Important Note; 
This report is valid for the following periods; 

a) A time of 5 years from date of preparation. 
b) The currency of the legislation referred to in Section 1 Report Brief 
c) Changes to any legislation generally that may impact on the report outcomes. 
d) Changes to vegetation which may impact on the results of this report 
e) Any other changes that may impact on the report in any manner. 
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THE COPYRIGHT ACT AND MORAL RIGHTS ACT PROTECT THIS 
REPORT. 

 
IRRESPECTIVE OF THIS REPORT APPEARING ON A COUNCIL PD 
OR OTHER ONLINE SITE, THERE IS NO PERMISSION IMPLIED OR 
GIVEN TO ANY PARTY TO DOWN LOAD OR TO USE THIS REPORT 
IN WHOLE OR IN PART IN ANY MANNER OTHER THAN THAT FOR 

WHICH IT WAS ORIGINALLY PREPARED. 
ANY SUCH USE WILL BE PROSECUTED TO THE FULL EXTENT OF 

THE LAW. 
 

THIS REPORT RELIES ON THE AS 3959-2009 FOR THE 
CALCULATION OF CONSTRUCTION LEVELS. 

ANY POSSIBLE ERRORS IN THE STANDARD ARE NOT THE 
RESPONSIBILITY OF THE AUTHOR. 

 
THIS REPORT IS ONLY TO BE USED AND DISTRIBUTED AS A 
COMPLETE REPORT CONTAINING AS A MINIMUM SECTIONS 

1,2,3,4 AND 5 (SECTIONS 5.1 & 5.2) 
 

THIS REPORT IS NOT TO BE AMENDED IN ANY WAY BY ANY 
PERSONS OTHER THAN THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR. 
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1      REPORT BRIEF 
 

This Fire Management Report has been written for the benefit of future occupants of this proposed site 
and developed in accordance with the requirements of;  

o The Gold Coast City Council Town Plan,  
o SPP 2016. 
o Queensland Planning Act 2016  
o The National Construction Code and  
o Australian Standard AS3959,  
o International Fire Safety Engineering Guidelines 

 
The report has been prepared as supporting documentation for a Material Change of Use (Building) 
Application. The report has been modified from the original to accord with requirements from Gold Coast 
City Council 

 
1.1.   Address: 

202 Baileys Mountain Road  
Upper Coomera 

 
1.2.   Local Authority 

Gold Coast City Council 
 

1.3.   R.P.D.  
Lot 58 on SP191940 

 
1.4.   Site area  

  3.087ha 
 

1.5.   Responsible Fire Authority 
 Rural Fire Service Queensland via the rural fire brigade for rural fires and QFES for Structural 
fires. 

 
1.6.   Potential Bushfire Hazard Rating. 

The hazard rating maps prepared for the Council show the ratings on this property ranging 
from Medium to being in a Bushfire Hazard Buffer Area 
The draft risk rating maps prepared for the State Government show the ratings on this 
property ranging from Medium to being in a Bushfire Hazard Buffer Area 

 
1.7.   Land tenure  

  Freehold 
 

1.8.   Adjoining owners are: 
  Freehold 

 
1.9. Current Land Use: 

Rural Residential 
 

1.10. Fire danger Index 
FDI 40 (nominated by AS 3959-2009) 

 
1.11. Topography 

Plain on subject site 
  Undulating  under predominate threat vegetation 
 

1.12. Predominant Wind Direction 
The predominate wind direction is from the South East. In times of severe fire weather, the 
wind direction will be from the North West. The Topography will create microclimates, which 
will cause swirling, which will modify the apparent wind direction according to primary 
direction and velocity 

 
1.13. Slope 

-4.5degrees under threat vegetation  
 
1.14. Aspect 

West to South under threat vegetation 
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1.15. Fuel Type 

 
REGIONAL 
ECOSYSTEM 

VHC VHC DESCRIPTION POTENTIAL 
FUEL LOAD 
STATE-WIDE 
BUSHFIRE 
PRONE AREA 
MAPPING 

PERC
ENTA
GE 
COVE
R 

EFFECT
IVE 
FUEL 
LOAD 

12.11.24 
(12.11.5a) 

9.2 Moist to dry eucalypt 
woodland on Coastal 
lowlands and ranges. 

17.2 100 17.2 

 
 
1.16. Fire History 

There is no evidence of a recent fire event 
 
1.17. Location of Access Tracks 

The site is served by a sealed road system 
 
1.18. Location of Fire Breaks 

There are no formal firebreaks, Managed vegetation and road systems form effective fire 
breaks a minimum of 25m wide. 

 
1.19. Location of existing firefighting Infrastructure 

The site is served by reticulated water 
  
1.20. Historical and Cultural Sites 
   There is no evidence of Historical and Cultural sites on the property. 
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2. SITE AND HAZARD ASSESSMENT 
 

2.1. Discussion with Responsible Fire Authority 
The fire management report has not been discussed with the First Officer of the Rural Fire 
Brigade. 

 
2.2.  Vegetation Types  

The vegetation type predominate to this site is as scheduled below. Note that under SPP 
2016, differing vegetation types are used. This report does not refer to these but does 
consider draft mapping prepared under different methodology and published by the State 
Government. 

 
 
VEGETATION TYPE AS 3959 

CATEGORY 
COMMENTS 

Grassy Eucalypt and 
acacia forest, exotic 
pine plantations, 
Cyprus pine forests, 
wallum heath 

 

B For the purposes of construction level 
assessment under AS 3959-2009, woodland is 
the appropriate vegetation type to use due to 
fuel load.  

Orchards, farmlands, 
kikuyu pastures 

Low Threat 
Or 
G 

Note that where grassland is maintained below 
100m it is regarded as Low Threat by AS 3959. 

Grazed grasslands, 
slashed grass 

Low Threat 
Or 
G 

Note that where grassland is maintained below 
100mm it is regarded as Low Threat by AS 
3959. 
State variation (Qld) to Section 3.7.4.0 of 
Volume 2 Building Code of Australia states that 
“The requirements of (a) do not apply when the 
classified vegetation is Group F rainforest 
(excluding wet sclerophyll forest types), 
mangrove communities and grasslands under 
300mm high.” 
This is interpreted as stating that where these 
communities exist within a Designated Bushfire 
Prone Area construction in accordance with AS 
3959 is not required in relation to this 
vegetation. 

Desert lands (sparse 
fuels) Mowed 
grasslands 
 

Low threat  
Or 
G 
 

Note that where grassland is maintained below 
100m it is regarded as Low Threat by AS 3959 
State variation (Qld) to Section 3.7.4.0 of 
Volume 2 Building Code of Australia states that 
“The requirements of (a) do not apply when the 
classified vegetation is Group F rainforest 
(excluding wet sclerophyll forest types), 
mangrove communities and grasslands under 
300mm high.” 
This is interpreted as stating that where these 
communities exist within a Designated Bushfire 
Prone Area construction in accordance with AS 
3959 is not required in relation to this 
vegetation. 

Intact Rainforest, 
mangrove, intact 
riverine rainforest 
 

F 
 

State variation (Qld) to Section 3.7.4.0 of 
Volume 2 Building Code of Australia states that 
“The requirements of (a) do not apply when the 
classified vegetation is Group F rainforest 
(excluding wet sclerophyll forest types), 
mangrove communities and grasslands under 
300mm high.” 
This is interpreted as stating that where these 
communities exist within a Designated Bushfire 
Prone Area construction in accordance with AS 
3959 is not required in relation to this 
vegetation. 
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2.3.   Potential Bushfire Hazard Rating. 

Site inspection confirms the mapping intent but not the detail. 
Predominate vegetation is Medium Hazard and the site is in a Bushfire Hazard Buffer Area ( 
See Appendix 5.3.1 for Fireline Intensity Calculations) . 

 
2.4.   Building Construction 

All buildings situated within the site are in a Designated Risk Area. There is a requirement 
that certain Buildings within this area be constructed in accordance with the Building Code 
of Australia, which refers to either the Australian Standard for Construction in Bushfire Prone 
Areas or NASH Standard-Steel Framed Construction in Bushfire Areas.  
The levels determined effect the types and usage of materials in relation to the type of 
Bushfire Attack, which may occur as assessed under the Standard. The Level of Bushfire 
Attack is assessed taking the vegetation types, slope, and distance from vegetation into 
account. The most common elements affected are Windows and flyscreening, with some 
restrictions on cladding and timber types. A comprehensive breakdown is available in either 
the National Construction Code or the Australian Standard for Construction in Bushfire Prone 
Areas. Extracts of these documents are not provided due to copyright reasons. Full details 
can be obtained from your building designer or certifier. 
 
Note that the Building Code of Australia only requires Classes 1,2 and 3 buildings and 
Class 10a building associated with those buildings to comply with the requirements of 
AS 3959-2009. 
 
 
The proposed building does not include any of these 
classifications and is therefore not required to comply with AS 
3959-2009. 

 
2.5.   Ecological Requirements 

There are specific ecological requirements in relation to bushfire management. A proposed 
rehabilitation plan has been prepared by Saunders Havill Group, with the proposed planting 
schedule provided as Appendix 5.3 of this document. 
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3. RISK MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 

3.1.   Agencies / Persons Responsible 
The responsible Fire Authority is the Rural Fire Service Queensland through the Rural Fire 
Brigade being responsible for Bush Fires and the Queensland Fire and Emergency Service 
being responsible for Structural Fires 
It is the responsibility of the Owners of the properties to ensure that the relevant measures 
required by this Management Report are in place prior to inspection by the Council and the 
Building Certifier and to ensure that those measures are in place prior to the occupation of 
any buildings, which are the subject of this report. It is the responsibility of Council and 
Building Certifiers to ensure that relevant measures within their responsibility are in place 
prior to the issuance of any certification. 

 
3.2.   Bushfire Safety Objective  

The objective of this report is to minimise potential risk to life and property by protecting the 
buildings from the effects of bushfire.  

 
3.3.  Aims 

The aims to achieve this objective are to mitigate the effect of the bushfire attack 
mechanisms of: -  

3.3.1. Radiant Heat 
3.3.2. Direct Flame Contact 
3.3.3. Wind 
3.3.4. Ember Attack 
3.3.5. Smoke 
 

3.4.  Functional Requirements 
The functional requirements to achieve this objective   are: -  

3.4.1. The provision of safe conditions for fire fighters 
3.4.2. The provision of safe conditions for residents 
3.4.3. Ensure adequate and safe access to and from the property 
3.4.4. Ensure adequate and safe water supply to the property and the establishment of firefighting 

water reserves  
3.4.5. Provide a system of fire breaks and trails to protect the building component 
3.4.6. Remove vegetation that is considered dangerous and a hazard in Fire Conditions  
3.4.7. To ascertain the required standard of construction of the buildings in accordance with the 

requirements of the National Construction Code and the Australian Standard for Construction 
in Bushfire Prone Areas or the provision of a satisfactory alternative solution  

3.4.8. Facilitate the return to “normalcy “ 
 
3.5.  Proposed Fire Fighting Infrastructure 

3.5.1. The proposed building will  be served by a reliable reticulated water supply.  
 

3.6. Building Construction 
Construction is not required to be in accordance with Australian Standard AS 3959 
2009 Construction of Buildings in Bush Fire-Prone Areas . 
The proposed building does not include any of the required  classifications and is 
therefore not required to comply with AS 3959-2009. 
 

 
The plans lodged for Building Certification are to be assessed on this basis by the 
Building Certifier. 
 A final stage completion certificate (Form 21) issued by the Building Certifier is to be 
received prior to occupation of the building. 
Buildings are not to be occupied until certification is received 
 
Buildings are to be maintained in a manner that protects the integrity of the 
construction and building elements as outlined in this report  
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3.7.  Street Numbering 
Numbering is to be installed in accordance with the current Street Numbering System at time 
of completion of building. 

 
3.8.  Less Flammable Landscaping 

Any landscaping within the site is to be Less Flammable, in accordance with the list enclosed 
as an Appendix at the rear of this Report, rainforest species, or cultivated gardens, and as 
the proposed rehabilitation planting schedule prepared by Saunders Havill Group and 
attached as Appendix 5.3 of this document. The proposed schedule  is generally in 
accordance with the schedules noted in Appendices 5.4.9 and 5.4 10, which are provided for 
guidance only. 

 
3.9.  Insurance 

Failure to comply with this management report may have a detrimental effect upon the 
Insurance of the subject Buildings. 

 
3.10.  Emergency Response Procedures 

3.10.1. In the event of Fire Emergency, assistance is to be obtained by dialling 000  
 

3.10.2. The owner should read thoroughly the brochures contained and those recommended at the 
rear of this report. They contain valuable information that could assist in the saving of lives 
and property in a fire event! 

 
3.11.  Community Awareness Strategies 

3.11.1. Each subsequent owner is to be provided with a copy of this Fire Management report with an 
alert placed on either Title or Council Rate searches that the Report is in existence and is to 
be made available to ensuing owners. 

3.11.2. The hazard ratings are to be placed on Council Plans and Rate notices. 
 

3.12.  Administering Staff 
It is the responsibility of the developers and owners to ensure compliance with this Report 
and the Town Plan, and to ensure that each of the new owners is provided with a copy of 
this report.  
 
It is the responsibility of the Council and the Building Certifier to ensure that the 
relevant measures required by this management report are in place prior to the final 
completion stage inspection of any buildings on any sites which are the subject of this 
report as noted in Clause 3.1 of this report. 
 

 
It is the responsibility of the ensuing owners of the properties to maintain the 
properties in the conditions outlined in this report. 
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4. FIRE MANAGEMENT ACTION SUMMARY AND SCHEDULE  
 
 
DEVELOPMENT 
REQUIREMENTS 

BUILDING  
REQUIREMENTS  

MAINTENANCE 
  

 Buildings not required  to comply 
with the Australian Standard for 
Construction with in Bush Fire 
Prone Areas due to Building 
Classification.  
 
 

Regular mowing and maintenance 
of the landscaping as set out in this 
report.  
 
Building materials are to be 
maintained in “as new “condition to 
preserve the integrity of the relevant 
materials. 
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5. APPENDICES 
5.1. Form 15 
5.2. Site Plans 
5.3. Concept Rehabilitation Notes-Planting Species Schedule Saunders Havill Group 
5.4. Supporting Information:  

5.4.1.  
5.4.2.  
 
Note. These items below are referenced for information purposes only and are not to 
be construed as being part of the management report 
This information is generic and not provided or included within the documentation for 
approval purposes. 
It is only provided for end user knowledge  
 
5.4.3. Prepare. Act. Survive 
5.4.4. Rural property Fire Management Guide 2010 
5.4.5. Notes for Landholders  
5.4.6. Bushfire Action Guide 
5.4.7. Bushfire Safety in Urban Fringe Areas 
5.4.8. Water + Power -Vital for Fire fighting 
5.4.9. Less Flammable Vegetation 
5.4.10.Tree selection for Fire-Prone Areas 
5.4.11.First Draft (specifying timber in bush fire zones) 
5.4.12.External water spray system 
5.4.13.Fire Retardant Coating Solutions 
5.4.14.Archicentre Bushfire Design Guide 
5.4.15.

 
5.4.16.  
5.4.17.  
5.4.18.  
5.4.19.  
5.4.20.  
5.4.21.  
5.4.22.  
5.4.23.  
5.4.24.Extracts from Planning Act 2016 relating to clearing. 
5.4.25.Bushfire Planning and Design Certification Scheme Update 
5.4.26.SAC Notification Form 
 
 

      We also recommend that the landholder obtains and reads the following; 
 

5.4.27.Bushfire Hazard Planning in Queensland 
5.4.28.Protecting your home against Bushfire  
Both available from the Dept. of Local Government and Planning, and 

 
5.4.29.Building in Bushfire Prone Areas  
Available from Standards Australia   

 
5.4.30.Fire in Bushland Conservation 

  Available from the National Heritage Trust               
 
  Signed 
 

   
  Eldon Bottcher  
  Grad. Dip. DBPA (UWS) Dip. Arch. (QIT), Cert. R.F.M. (USQ), F.R.A.I.A., M.A.I.E.S. AIFireE 

Architect 
BPAD-L3 Practitioner  
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SITE PLANS 
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APPENDIX 5.3  
CONCEPT REHABILITATION NOTES 

PLANTING SPECIES SCHEDULE  
SAUNDERS HAVILL GROUP 
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APPENDIX 5.4  
SUPPORTING INFORMATION 

(NOTE: SOME OF THIS INFORMATION IS GENERIC AND NOT INCLUDED FOR 
APPROVAL PURPOSES. IT IS ONLY PROVIDED FOR END USER KNOWLEDGE) 
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Diploma in Architecture 
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University of Southern Queensland 
Registered Architect 
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Fellow 
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Member 
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1998 
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Committee FP20 (AS 3959)  
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RFSQ Fire Management 1 
RFSQ Crew Leader 
Certificate II in Public Safety (Firefighting Operations) 
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BUSHFIRE RELATED AWARDS 
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Gold Coast Bushfire Management Strategy 
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Fire And Rescue Service Act 1990
This brochure contains a brief outline of the relevant parts of the Fire and Rescue 
Service Act 1990 free from legal technicalities. The explanations are not intended 
to be exhaustive and if any Section of the Act is not fully understood, enquiries 
should be made at your local Rural Fire Service District Office.  Contact numbers 
are included in this brochure.

The Fire and Rescue Service Act 1990 is the legal document supporting all activities 
relevant to emergency services personnel involved with the -

•  prevention of fire

•  response to fire

•  response to other incidents endangering life, property and the environment.

It should be noted that the Act does not seek to prevent or prohibit the use of fire, but 
promotes the safe use of fire as a land management tool within the framework of the 
Fire Warden network and the Permit to Light Fire system.

A network of Fire Wardens and Chief Fire Wardens operates throughout the State.  A Fire 
Warden is a voluntary officer responsible for providing sound advice to property owners 
on fire management issues.  Fire Wardens control the use of fire through the issue of 
Permits to Light Fire to ensure the safety of the environment in their local community.

1. Permits to light fire
In Queensland, there is no designated “fire season” and a permit is required at all 
times for a fire that is larger than 2 metres in any direction. 

The procedures for applying for a permit are –

• Obtain an “Application for a Permit to Light Fire” (Form RF 11A) from your Fire  
 Warden. The application may be made in writing, by telephone, facsimile or orally.

• Notify each and every neighbour* of your intention to burn.  Specific details of  
 location, area and special precautions should be provided at this time.

• If requested, present the completed Form RF 11A to the Fire Warden to obtain a  
 “Permit to Light Fire” (Form RF 10B).

*In this instance, ‘neighbour’ refers to the 
occupier of adjoining landNotes for Landholders



Powers of Chief Fire Warden

The Chief Fire Warden for the local Rural Fire District may issue a permit where there 
is no appointed Fire Warden for the district where a fire is to be lit.  (If a Fire Warden 
is appointed and available, the Chief Fire Warden has no authority to issue such 
permit).

Cane Burning

Fires lit for the routine burning of sugar cane in accordance with the established 
practice of the industry are covered by a separate agreement under the Fire and 
Rescue Service Act 1990.  Persons requiring further information on cane burning 
should contact their local Fire Warden or their Rural Fire Service District Office.

The rights of adjoining neighbours must be considered by the person lighting the 
cane (or residual trash or tops) in accordance with provisions outlined in the official 
Rural Fire Service documentation of 21 June 1993 (QFS 2831).

Special notes –

• Only the Fire Warden has the authority to issue a Permit to Light Fire.

• The Fire Warden has no authority to issue a permit outside his/her Fire   
 Warden’s district.

• The Fire Warden may impose such conditions on the permit as considered   
 necessary and may direct that the local Rural Fire Brigade take charge of the  
 operation.

• The Fire Warden has power to issue a permit even if one or more neighbours  
 object to the burning.  In such cases, the Fire Warden must include on the permit  
 a condition that the neighbour must be given at least 2 hours prior notice by the  
 permittee that the fire is to be lit.

• A Fire Warden may cancel a permit at any time, but must do so in writing.

• Rural Fire Service District Inspectors have an over-riding authority to issue   
 permits in situations where disputes exist.

• Failure to obtain or comply with the conditions of a permit is an offence against 
  The Fire and Rescue Service Act 1990.  Penalties apply.

• Permits are available at no charge. 

Fire and Rescue Service Act 1990



2. Fires not requiring a permit

Some fires are exempt from permit, provided that adequate precautions are taken 
to prevent the spread of fire and the lighting of the fire conforms with any local 
government local law.  Exempt fires are those:

• in which neither the height, width nor length of the material to be consumed 
  exceeds 2 metres

• lit for the purpose of burning the carcass of a beast

• at a sawmill lit for the purpose of burning sawdust or other residue resulting from the 
 operation of a sawmill

• lit out-doors, if enclosed in a fireplace so constructed as to prevent the escape of 
 fire or any burning material. 

It is advisable to check Local Government Bylaws and Regulations which may be  
applicable to these types of fires. Penalties apply to the lighting of these fires when 
they are prohibited under local government local laws, the Health Act 1937, or the 
Environmental Protection Act 1994.

Most local governments have provided alternative means (other than fire) for disposal  
of vegetation and waste materials through refuse collection and/or free disposal of green 
waste at council tips. 

3. Reporting fires
Where occupiers become aware of an unauthorised fire burning on their land 
(irrespective of how it was lit), they must:

(a) take all reasonable steps to extinguish or control the fire

(b) as soon as practicable, report the existence and location of the fire to the Fire  
 Service by telephone to ooo (triple zero).

Notes for Landholders



4. Fire Hazards
Any person creating a fire hazard may be instructed by an authorised fire officer 
to reduce the hazard.  Failure to carry out these instructions renders the offender 
liable for prosecution and costs incurred in either reducing the hazard or in legal 
proceedings, are recoverable by law.

The Commissioner, Queensland Fire and Rescue Service, may require any occupier 
of premises or land to:

• take measures to reduce the risk of fire starting

• reduce the potential danger to persons, property or the environment, should a 
 fire occur

• burn off or remove any flammable material,  subject to specific conditions

• through an authorised fire officer, order the extinguishment of any fire considered 
 dangerous.

5. Emergency provisions
The Commissioner, QFRS, with the approval of the Minister, can declare a State 
of Fire Emergency when fire weather conditions become extremely dangerous.  
The restrictions are normally imposed over an entire local government area and 
prohibit the lighting of all or only certain types of fires, depending on the severity 
of the emergency. (Gas and electric barbecues may be used).

During a State of Fire Emergency:

• all open fires are prohibited

• all Permits to Light Fire issued in the area under a declaration are   
 cancelled

• other special conditions (or exemptions) may be imposed

Penalties for breaches of the Act are increased during a State of Fire Emergency.

Fire and Rescue Service Act 1990



6. Investigation of offences
All persons are required to supply their names and address when required by 
an authorised fire officer investigating a breach of the Act.  Failure to do so is an 
offence in itself, irrespective of any other breach of the Act.

7. Offences/Penalties
Penalties apply to persons committing breaches of the Act.  Depending on the 
severity of the breach, penalties may constitute fines, or, for criminal offences, 
fines and prison term with hard labour.

It is an offence against the Act to -

• fail to comply with any conditions of a permit

• leave a fire unattended

• fail to take reasonable measures to extinguish any fire in such circumstances as 
 to allow the fire to escape into another property; 

• provide misleading or false information in respect of an application for a permit

In addition, the person lighting the fire may be held responsible for any damage 
caused by the fire.

8. Damages
No proceedings under the Fire and Rescue Service Act 1990 prevent a person 
seeking compensation at Common Law for damages caused by fire.  However, a 
person holding a Permit to Light Fire and observing all conditions of the permit 
when lighting such fire, will not be held to be liable for damages, unless it can be 
proven that such actions were the result of reckless or malicious actions causing 
loss, injury or damage.

Notes for Landholders



9. Further information
Definitions Definitions of terms used are –

Term Definition

Adjoining Refers to the land mentioned in Section 64(3)(a) and (b) of the 
  Act namely:

 (a)  the land that touches some part of the land in question; or

 (b) not separated from that land by a watercourse, road or  
 firebreak not less than 10 metres wide and clear of all flammable  
 material in every direction.

Occupier  Refers to the person who owns or is charged by the owner or by law 
of land with the management of the land.  It includes the situation where  
 there is no person in actual occupation of the land.

Authorised  Refers to a permanent officer of the Queensland Fire and Rescue 
Officer Service, all auxiliary Urban Fire Officers, Assistant Commissioner  
 Rural Operations, Regional Inspector, District Inspector, Rural  
 Training Manager, Rural Training Officer

All Queensland legislation is accessible through the Internet at –  
www.legislation.qld.gov.au.

Rural Fire Service Offices
Southern Region 07 3284 3917

Bundaberg 07 4153 3244

Caboolture 07 5499 1009

Ipswich 07 3202 1444

Maryborough 07 4123 0542

Miles 07 4627 1848

Roma 07 4622 2074

Toowoomba 07 4639 9172

Northern Region 07 4799 7183

Barcaldine 07 4651 1190

Cairns Peninsula 07 4039 8240

Charters Towers 07 4787 8213

Cloncurry 07 4742 2358

Emerald 07 4982 0001 

Innisfail 07 4061 0650

Mackay 07 4965 6641

Rockhampton 07 4938 4736

www.ruralfire.qld.gov.au

Fire and Rescue Service Act 1990

































































Sustainable Planning Regulation 2009 

Schedule24 

Schedule 24 Clearing of native 
vegetation-not assessable 
development under schedule 3, 
part 1, table 4, item 1 

Part 1 

schedule 3, part 1, table 4, item 1 (e) and (f) 

Clearing and other activities or 
matters-general 

1 Clearing and other activities or matters for land generally 
(1) Clearing under a development approval for a material change 

of use or reconfiguring a lot, if the approval is given for a 
development application-

( a) made after 4 October 2004; and 

(b) for which the chief executive administering the 
Vegetation Management Act is a concurrence agency. 

(2) Clearing an area of vegetation that is Jess than 0.5ha within a 
watercourse or lake for an activity (other than an activity 
relating to a material change of use of premises or the 
reconfiguring of a Jot) that is subject to an approval process 
and is approved under the Act or another Act, or is carried out 
under the document called 'Guideline--Activities in a 
watercourse, lake or spring carried out by an entity' approved 
by the chief executive of the department that administers the 
Water Act 2000, if the area is--

(a) a least concern regional ecosystem-

(i) shown on the regional ecosystem map or remnant 
map as remnant vegetation; or 

(ii) shown on a PMAV as a category B area; or 

(b) shown on a PMAVas a category X area; or 
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Schedule24 

Part2 Clearing for particular land 

2 

2009 SL No. 280 

Freehold land ' 

For fre<:hold land; clearing that is-. .. 
(a) clearing of vegetation to which the Vegetation 

Management Act does not apply; or 

(b) 

(c) 

,(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

for a forest practice; or 

residential clearing; or 

necessary for essential management; or 

in an area shown ,on a PMA Vas a category X area; or 
I 

in an area for' which there is no PMAV and the 
vegetation is not regulated regrowth vegetation or shown 
on the regional ecosystem map or remnant map as 
remnant vegetation; or 

(g) for urban pmposes in an urban area and the vegetation is 
regulated regrowth vegetation, or an of concern regional 
ecosystem or a least concern regional ecosystem-

(i) shown on a PMAV for the area as a category B 
area; or 

(ii) if there is no PMAV for the area-shown on the 
regional ecosystem map or remnant map as 
remnant vegetation; or 

(b) for urban purposes in an urban area in a wild river high 
preservation area and the vegetation is-

(i) remnant vegetation, shown on the regional 
ecosystem map or remnant map, that is an of 
concern regional ecosystem or a least concern 
regional ecosystem; or 

(ii) shown on the regional etosystem map or remnant 
map as other than remnant vegetation; or 

(iii) regulated regrowth vegetation; or 
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Schedule24 

(i) necessary for routine management in an area of the land 
and the vegetation is regulated regrowth vegetation, or a 
least concern regional ecosystem-

(i) shown on a PMAV for the area as a category B 
area; or 

(ii) if there is no PMAV for the area- shown on the 
regional ecosystem map or remnant map as 
remnant vegetation; or 

G) in an urban development area; or 

(k) on airport land and the operational work-

(i) is consistent with the land use plan approved under 
the Airport Assets (Restructuring and Disposal) 
Act 2008, chapter 3, part I for the land; and 

(ii) is carried out on land that is not stated, under the 
land use plan, to remain undeveloped land; or 

(1) clearing of regulated regrowth vegetation under the 
regrowth vegetation code or a regrowth clearing 
authorisation, other than if the vegetation is shown on a 
PMAV for an area of the land as a category A area; or 

(m) for development that is for an extractive industry under 
the Vegetation Management Act, section 22A(3) in a 
key resource area to the extent it involves clearing 
regulated regrowth vegetation, other than if the 
vegetation is shown on a PMAV for an area of the land 
as a category A area; or 

(n) for development that is a significant community project 
to the extent it involves clearing regulated regrowth 
vegetation, other than if the vegetation is shown on a 
PMA V for an area of the land as a category A area. 

3 Indigenous land 
For indigenous land, clearing that is-

( a) clearing of vegetation to which the Vegetation 
Management Act does not apply; or 
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dam see the Water Act 2000, schedule 4. 

dead marine wood means a branch or trunk that­

(a) is a part of a dead marine plant; or 

(b) was a part of a dead marine plant. 

Schedu/e26 

declared pest means a declared pest under the Land 
Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) Act 2002. 

designated proponent, for part 6, see section 31. 

domestic housing activity means the construction or use of a 
single residence on a lot and any reasonably associated 
building or structure. 

Examples of a building or structure that could be reasonably associated 
with a single residence-

caretakers' accommodation, granny flat, building or structure used for a 
home business 

environmental management register means the 
environmental management register under the Environmental 
Protection Act. 

essential management means clearing native vegetation-

( a) for establishing or maintaining a necessary fire break to 
protect infrastructure other than a fence, road or 
vehicular track, if the maximum width of the fire break 
is equivalent to 1.5 times the height of the tallest 
vegetation adjacent to the infrastructure, or 20m, 
whichever is the greater; or 

(b) for establishing a necessary fire management line if the 
maximum width of the clearing for the fire management 
line is 1Om; or 

(c) necessary to remove or reduce the imminent risk that the 
vegetation poses of serious personal injury or damage to 
infrastructure; or 

(d) by fire under the Fire and Rescue Service Act 1990 to 
reduce hazardous fuel load; or 

(e) necessary to maintain infrastructure including any core 
airport infrastructure, buildings, fences, helipads, roads, 
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stock yards, vehicular tracks, watering facilities and 
constructed drains other than contour banks, other than 
to source construction material; or 

(f) for maintaining a garden or orchard, other than clearing 
predominant canopy trees to maintain under-plantings 
established within remnant vegetation; or 

(g) on land subject to a lease issued under the Land Act 
1994 for agriculture or grazing purposes to source 
construction timber to repair existing infrastructure on 
the land, if.-

(i) the infrastructure is in need of immediate repair; 
and 

(ii) the clearing does not cause land degradation as 
defined under the Vegetation Management Act; 
and 

(iii) restoration of a similar type, and to the extent of 
the removed trees, is ensured; or 

(h) by the owner on freehold land to source construction 
timber to maintain infrastructure on any land of the 
owner, if.-

the clearing does not cause land degradation as 
defined under the Vegetation Management Act; 
and 

(ii) restoration of a similar type, and to the extent of 
the removed trees, is ensured. 

excluded work-

1 Excluded work, for schedule 3, part 1, table 4, item 5, 
means maintenance work on a lawful work. 

2 Excluded work, for schedule 3, part 1, table 4, item 
S(b )(i), (iii) and (ix), also means-

( a) minor work that-

(i) has insignificant impact on coastal 
management; and 

(ii) is reversible or expendable; or 
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other conununity services for the inhabitants, if the 
building of the dwelling houses is-

(i) building work for which a development pennit for 
a building development application, or a 
compliance pennit, has been given; or 

(ii) building work mentioned in schedule 3, part 2, 
table 1, item 1; or 

(iii) for public housing. 

residential/and, for schedule 4, table 5, item 11, means land 
that-

( a) is being used for residential purposes; or 

(b) may or is intended to be used for residential purposes 
under-

(i) a development approval in effect on or before 24 
April 2009; or 

(ii) a planning scheme as in force on 24 April 2009. 

residential zone means land, however described, designated 
in a planning scheme, temporary local planning instrument, 
master plan or preliminary approval to which section 242 of 
the Act applies as residential. 

Examples of ways of describing land-

• general residential 

• park residential 

residential living 

residential choice 

residential low density 

• residential medium density 

• residential high density 

road frontage, for land, for schedule 4, table 5, item 11, 
means the boundary between the land and any road adjoining 
the land. 

routine management, for clearing native vegetation on land, 
means the clearing of native vegetation-
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(a) to establish a necessary fence, road or vehicular track if 
the maximum width of clearing for the fence, road or 
track is 10m; or 

(b) to construct necessary built infrastructure, including 
core airport infrastructure, other than contour banks, 
fences, roads or vehicular tracks, if.-

(i) the clearing is not to source construction timber; 
and 

(ii) the total extent of clearing is less than 2ha; and 

(iii) the total extent of the infrastructure is on less than 
2ha; or 

(c) by the owner on freehold land to source construction 
timber for establishing necessary infrastructure on any 
land of the owner, if.-

(i) the clearing does not cause land degradation as 
defined under the Vegetation Management Act; 
and 

(ii) restoration of a similar type, and to the extent of 
the removed trees, is ensured; or 

(d) by the lessee of land subject to a lease issued under the 
Land Act 1994 for agriculture or grazing purposes to 
source construction timber, other than commercial 
timber, for establishing necessary infrastructure on the 
land, if-

(i) the clearing does not cause land degradation as 
defined under the Vegetation Management Act; 
and 

(ii) restoration of a similar type, and to the extent of 
the removed trees, is ensured. 

school, for schedule 4, table 5, item 11, means a non-State 
school or State school. 

SEQ koala State planning regulatory provisions means the 
South East Queensland Koala State planning regulatory 
provisions published by the department. 
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